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To Mus. W 


MaApAM; 


O whom can I preſent this ſe- 
T cond part of the Book of Na- 
ture ſo properly as to you; who, by 
the good uſe you made of the firſt 
part, have given me encouragement 
to proceed ? 

I have taken pleafure in many dif- 
ferent ſtudies ; and ſome of my pro- 
ductions have been the fruit of much 
labour: but I look upon this little 
book as a work of more hope than 
ſome others of greater appearance. 
The new language of it is a fort of new 
wine, which muſt be put into new 
veſſels, into minds untainted by falfe 
learning, unoccupied by the prejudices 
of education ; and then, little prepa- 
ration will be required in the ſcholar, 
more than a good knowledge of the 
Catechiſm of the Church of England, 
and a readineſs in the reading of the 

Scripture, 
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iv DEDICATION. 

Scripture, and in turning to the ſeveral 
parts of it. This tecond ſet of Leſſons 
hath already been tried upon the for- 
wardeſt children of our Sunday ſchools; 
and, from the progreſs they make, and 
the avidity with which they receive, this 
kind of inſtruction, I am able tœan- 
{wer for the good effect of it. I can 
therefore recommend it to you with 
the greater confidence. If it ſucceeds 
in my hands, it may ſucceed better in 
yours; who, from your own judg- 
ment, will enlarge upon my leveral 
ſubjects in a familiar converſation with 
your little diſciples; and thereby ren- 
der theſe leſſons more inſtructive, as 
well as more agreeable. In the way 
1 have marked out, go on, after your 
-own manner, and the Lord proſper 


you. 6 * 
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May 1, 1792. 
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I, Tux CHAPTER Or CHILDREN, 
ESUS CHRIST took a little child, and 


what temper of mind his doctrine muſt be 


received; and that men, even the greateſt 


and the wiſeſt of them, muſt become as lit- 
tle children, before they can be his dif= 
ciples. | | 
For the ſame reaſon, the Apoſtle alſo 
exhorts all Chriſtians to return to the ſtate 
of children, and to deſire like new-dborn 


babe; the ſincere milk of the word, They 


ſet him forth as a pattern, to ſhew with 
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2 THE BOOK OF NATURE. 


can -receive. nothing on any other condi- 
tion : for, is it not ſaid, that he who will 
enter into the kingdom of heaven, muſt be 
horn again? And he who is newly born 
muſt be in the ſtate of a child. When a 
child comes to be taught, it comes in ſim- 


plicity: it has no opinions of its own to 


be proud of: it receives the word of God 
from its ſpiritual parent the Church, as 
children receive milk from the breaſt of 
their mother, and are nouriſhed thereby. 
When a maſter undertakes to teach, he 
does not find his labour eaſier, but harder, 
and ſometimes hopeleſs, from the ill habits 
the ſcholar has acquired in teaching him- 
ſelf, and the opinion he has of his own 
ſufficiency. This cafe, though generally 
troubleſome, is never ſo dangerous, as 
when human wiſdom has been meddling 
with divine things: therefore, when God 
teaches us ſuch things, he will have none 


of our wiſdom to begin with. He hath 


warned us, that his thoughts are not like 
ours; that he meaſures good and evil by 
a different rule: whence it · comes to pals, 
that a man's own wiſdom will never aſſiſt 
him in receiving the wiſdom of God. The 
things of God cannot de Nen but by the 


gift, that is, by the grace of God: and his 
gifts are never thrown away upon a vu 
mind: 
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THE- BOOK OF NATURE, 2 
mind: he reſiteth the proud, and ſendeth 
away the rich empty and ignorant. And 
in this the judgment of God is not to be 
cenſured, but adored. £ thank thee, O Fa- 
ther, Lord of heaven and earth, that thou 
haſt hid theſe things from the wiſe. and pru- 
dent, and haſt revealed them unto babes. 
Even ſo, Father, for ſo. . ſeemed. geod in thy 


abt. Matth. xi. 25. 


If Chriſtianity, were doubtful, or of hu- 
man invention, then it would be. a good 
way to provide ourſelves. with as much of 
our own wiſdom as we could, that we 
might he able to judge of it: but if it is- 
from God, of whom. we-are. unfit to judge, 
this method will. never fail to lead us into 
error; and many Who purſue. it wander 
from one error to another, till, they fall 
into total unbelief. | Es 

As children; are preferred to be taught of 
God here upon earth; ſo we are told, that 
they are received into heaven; and that 
the whole kingdom of God is made up of 
children, and of thoſe. who are like them. 
They who will not be taught with chil- 
dren, ſhall not go to heaven with children. 
Many are too proud to make children of 
themſelves, even when they have God for 
their maſter, and therefore many will fall 
thort.of it. Try the Goſpel upon a child: 
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4 kur BOOK OF NATURE: 
he receives inſtruction from God without 


gainſaying, as he received milk from the 


breaſt of his mother. Try the ſame upon 
the wiſe man of nature: he muſt judge of 
it by ſome rule of his own; he muſt put 
the light of the ſun to ſome teſt, before he 
conſents to fee by it; and fo he walks on 
Kill in darkneſs : he has been poring and 


prying, by-a bad light, into things he does 


not underſtand, till he has hurt his eyes, 


and cannot ſee ſo much as a little child 
can: yet he is full of conceit, and thinks 
he can judge of every thing, When 


Elymas, the ſorcerer, was ſtruck blind, he 


ſought for ſomebody to lead him by 'the 
hand: but theſe take upon them to be 
guides, and think nobody can go right 
without their leading. 

If the Goſpel of Jeſus: Chrſſt is the 
power of God unto ſalvation, bleſſed are 
they who are not offended at it, and have 
no reaſons againſt it; who rejoice to ſee 
the things of heaven by the light of heaven, 
as they adore God i in his works when they 
ſee them by the light of his own ſun, 
They, among the Jews, who became repu- 
tedly wiſe under a falſe education, were 
the worſt hearers our Saviour ever met 
with, becauſe they were fond of their own 
trad.tions, and proud of their own attains 

ments. 
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ments. He that hath been taught ill, is 
more incapable than he who hath not been 


taught at all. F ye were blind, ſaid. our 
Saviour, ye ſhould have no fin; but now ye 


ſay, We fee ; therefore your fin remaimeth. 
This a child never fays; therefore he is 
fit to be taught of God : and every human 


teacher, who begins with his ſcholars in. 


their childhood, will foon find, that he 
does more good by teaching one child than 
by teaching ſome twenty men; which con- 
fideration is a great encouragement, and 


gives much hope of ſucceſs-to the writer of 


this little book, 
Tux QUESTIONS. 


Q. What temper muſt be found in all: 


the diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt? 
A. The temper of a child. 
Q. Why ſo? 


A. Becauſe no other can receive his: 


word. 


Q: Why cannot men receive the Goſpel 


as well as children? 
A. Becauſe they are apt to have wrong 


opinions of their own,. on the authority of 
which they preſume to judge the doctrines: 


of God. 
ceiye the Goſpel ? 
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Q. Why did not the Jewiſh Doctors re · 
B 3 l A. Be- | 


U = —_— *< * * 
** 

b * 

98 


2 
1 — — 
— 
GR re 
wy 4 . — 


* 
—— 


mn ——— —— SOA aa. 
—_—_ I 2 
8 
c- 
— — 


— 
— 
— Wt 


C35 
—— —w_woo ello is ov Sn 
8 , 5 


—— 
* — * 
323 
— 
* 


— 2 


1 
— 
- — 


_— 


— ww. _— 
= 


a. 9 — 
— 


< wx 
— 


—8—ů — —ʒ ʒ —-—3.' 
— — 


» 
we IST 1 has. 
W * « G 
— — — 


Sage „ * 


— : \ 
— — 
— — Ot 


compoſed ? 


like them. 


6 THE BOOK OF NATURE. 


A. Becauſe they had been ill taught, 
and had a great conceit of their own learn- 
ing. 

2 To what is the word of God com- 
pared ? ; | | 

A. To fincere or pure milk. 

Q. Why fo? | 

A. Becauſe it gives nouriſhment and 
growth to the mind, and is fit for thoſe 
only who are of teachable diſpoſitions, like 
children, 

Q. How does God treat thoſe who are 
wiſe in their own conceit ? 8 
A. He hides from them the things of 
heaven, ſo that they. cannot ſee what a 
child can fee, 25 ; 
Qi. To whom does he reveal myſteries ? 
A. To babes, and to thoſe who are like 
WE: | 

Q. Of whom is the kingdom of heaven 


A. Of children, and of thoſe who are 


Q: Why will many fall ſhort of it ? 
A. Becauſe they are too proud to make 
8 of themſelves, even in the fight of 
O * 
Q. Which is the beſt time of life to 
learn the word of God ? 
A. In our childhood, before we hay 
: cen 
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been ill taught, or have taken,up any vain 
conceits of our own. f 

N. B. It is eaſier to learn twenty good 
things, than to unlearn one bad one. 


Tue TEXTS. 


Matth. xviii. 3. Except ye be converted, 
and become as little children, ye ſhall not en- 
ter into the kingdom of heaven. 

Mar. x. 14. Suffer the little children # 
come unte me, and forbid them not: for of 
ſuch is the kingdom of God. 

1 Pet. ii, 2. Wherefore laying afide all 
malice, and all guile, and hypocrifies and en- 
vies, and all evil ſpeabings, as new-born 
babes, deſire the fincere milk of the word, that 
ye may grow thereby. 


n 
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II. Tue CHAPTER or TRE RACE, 


Tf a man, when he has undertaken to 
run a race, eats and drinks as he ufed 
to do, and carries the ſame weight of 

clothes upon his back, or wears a lo 
garment down to his heels, inſtead of being 
girded up and. lightly clothed, he may * 
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4 THE BOOK OP NATURE, 
a foo}, His fellow-champions deſpiſe him; 
the ſpeCtators laugh at him; and he re- 
turns home with ſhame and diſgrace, while 
the children of the ſtreet follow him and 
make a jeſt of him. 


Unleſs I take heed to myſelf, I ſhall be 


one of thoſe who thus expoſe and diſap- 
point themſelves, For my life is not a 
journey of curioſity; it is a courſe, a race; 
in which I muſt either win the heavenly 
prize, or loſe it. If this is the caſe, no 
duty of life muſt be performed with floth 
or careleſsneſs, but with exerciſe and at- 
tention, and with an active mind, as if! 


was intent upon victory at every ſtep, I 


ean never hope to ſucceed or excel, unleſs 
1 do whatever 1 undertake. with all my 
might, as one who is ſtriving to win the 
Prize in a race. 

I may learn how to prepare myſelf for 
my Chriſtian courſe, if I conſider what 
was done by thoſe who anciently ſtrove for 
the maſtery in any manly exerciſe, I am 
to make them my pattern, as the Apoſtle 
hath inſtructed me, 
1. They prepared themſelves for the da 

of trial by diligent and laborious corel 
beforehand. I have more encouragement 
to do this than they had, Therefore, ſaid 
the Apoſtle to his ſon Timothy, exerie 

| thyſelf 
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THE BOOK OF NATURE. y 
thyſelf unto godlineſs ; for bodily exerciſe pro- 
fiteth little; the prize to be obtained by it 
is inconſiderable; but godlineſs is profitable 
to all things, having the promiſe of this liſe, 
and of that which is to come. 

2. That they might uſe their limbs to 
greater advantage, they threw off their 
clothes; and the term which denotes exer= 
ciſe, implies that they were naked. I muſt 
alſo.take care not to put on too much of 
this world, but to lay aſide every weight, 
that I may be light and active in my ſpirits 
according to that precept, gird up the /omms 
ef your minds; that, being unincumbered 
with the world, they may be prepared for 
the Chriſtian race. 

3. They obſerved ſtrict temperance; 
becauſe the body, the more it is fed and 
indulged, the leſs fit it becomes for action. 
He that firiveth for the maſtery is temperate 
in all things, I am ſtriving for the maſtery; 

therefore I muſt be careful not to weaken 
my mind by intemperance and fulneſs of 
ody. 

4. They were anxious for the prize, and 
the honour of the victory. They conſi- 
dered that, though all run in a race, the 
prize is given but to one. It was not ſuf 
ficient with them to do well; it was their 

object 


10 THE Book or NATURE». 
object to do beſt: and it muſt be ours, þ 
to run that we may obtain. | 

5. It was a great obligation upon them 
to do their beſt, and had a great effect upon 
their minds, when they found themſelves 
before a multitude of ſpectators. whoſe eyes 
were upon them ; and particularly thoſe of 
their near friends, who were earneſt far 


their ſueceſs; or of their enemies who, had to 
an intereſt againſt it. We are alſo ſtriving 
before a cloud of witneſſes ; we are made ne 
a ſpectacle to the world, and to angels, aud 
1% men. Good men are praying for the ww 


ſucceſs of our endeavours; the angels ſtand 
ready to receive and applaud us when. the I 
Face is over; and God. will give us the 


promiſed reward: for, th 
6. As the conquerers of old, when. they 
had won the race, received an honourable th 


garland of flowers, and were celebrated in 
ſongs; ſo do we alſo expect to be crowned. 
Their garlands, how gay ſoever they might be 


be at firſt, ſoon faded away; but the crown ur 
for which we ftrive is uncorruptible and 2 
eternal. When the bleſſed St. Paul had 
finiſhed his courſe, there was then nothing 
before his mind but the reward of his vic- th 
tory—henceforth there is laid up for me« ce 


grown of righteonſnefs. 
If there is joy among the angels of 
| heaven, 
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heaven, when one ſinner repenteth upon 
earth ; what will be the congratulations, 
the ſongs of triumph, when the righteous 
ſhall be met, at the end of their race, by 
the inhabitants of heaven ! 


Tre - QUESTIONS, 


Q. Why is the Chriſtian life compared 
to a race ? 

A. Becauſe it is a courſe of: righteouſ- 
neſs, with a crown of glory for the prize. 

Q. Are you under like circumſtances 
with thoſe who run in a race? 

A. I have engaged myſelf to ſtrive; and 
I muſt either win heaven, or loſe it. 

Q. How are you to prepare yourſelf, 
that you may win the prize in this race? 

A. As they did of old, who ſtrove for 
the maſtery in any manly exerciſe. 

Q. What rules did they obſerve? 

A. They exerciſed themſelves diligently 
beforehand; and I muſt exerciſe my mind 
unto godlineſs, that I may be prepared 
againſt the day of trial. 

How did they exerciſe themſelves & 

A They laid aſide their clothes, that 
e might not be hindered by any unne- 
ceſſary weight or incumbrance. L 


Q And what are you to do:? 


A. To 


* 


12 THE BOOK OF NATURE. 


A. To keep myſelf light and active for 
the Chriſtian courſe. 

Q: How are you to do that? 

A. To caſt off the unneceſſary weight 
of riches, worldly cares and pleaſures. 

Q. Is there not ſome particular impedi- 

ment, which every particular Chriſtian is 
to Jay aſide? 
A. There is ſome one fin, which wraps 
itſelf more cloſely about him, and is harder 
to put off than any other, and hinders him 
moſt of all in his Chriſtian progreſs, 

Q. What elſe was required of thoſe who 
were preparing for the race ? 

A. To be temperate in all things : for 
this contributes as much to the ſtrength of 
the mind as of the body. | 

Q. What obligations are you under to 
do the beſt you can? 

A, The race is not won, but by him 
who does his utmoſt: he that is careleſs 
will not obtain, neither doth he deſerve 
the prize. | 

Q. What other obligation are you un- 


der? | 


A. I am ſtriving before a cloud of wit- 
neſſes, who will receive and applaud me if 
I ſucceed. 

Q. Who are they? 3 
A. The holy angels; all good men a 
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THE BOOK OF NATURE. 13 
and all they who have already run the race 
. of faith, and obtained the prize. 

Q. How were the conquerors rewarded 
of old time? | | | 
A. With a crown, or garland, of lau- 
rels and flowers. | f 

Q. What will be your reward? 

A. An eternal crown which fadeth not. 


Tux TEXT S. 

Heb. xii. 1. Sceing we are campaſſed 
about with ſo great à cloud of witneſſes, let us 
lay aſide every weight, and the fin which doth 
ſo eaſily beſet us; and let us run with patience 
the race which is ſet before us. | 

1 Cor. ix. 24, &c. They which run in 
a race, run all; but one receiveth the prize: 
fo run, that ye may obtain. 

And every one that firiveth for the' maſtery 
it temperate in all things. Now they do it 
to obtain à corruptible crown, but we an in- 
ruptible. | 

{ therefore ſo run, not as uncertainly—but 
J keep under my body, and bring it into ſubjec- 
tion, leſt, while I have preached unto others, J 
myſelf ſhould be g caſt-atvay. 
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III. Tux CHAPTER or TABERNACIES. 


AEL men are but *paſſengers and pil- 
grims through this world; and it is a 
fatal miſtake to think we are poſſeſſors of 
any thing, of houſes or lands, when we 
are no more than tenants and occupiers in 
this tranſitory life. Some dwell in itately 
palaces ; and many more in poor cottages; 
but all are born to the ſame mortality. If 
the poor man's hut drops into decay, he 
dies never the ſooner; and if the houſe of 
the rich is founded upon a rock, he lives 
never the longer. | 
To prevent all miſtakes from diſtinctions 
of this kind, the holy Patriarchs, Abra- 
ham, Iſaac, and Jacob, inhabited no lofty 
Cities, built no ſtrong holds; but lived in 
tents or tabernacles, with which they re- 
znoved from place to place, as God was 
pleaſed to order them. This was very 
remarkable in their caſe; becauſe they did 
it in a land which God had promiſed to 
them for an inheritance; thereby ſignify- 
ing, that they did not accept of the wy 
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ſand, but looked for a better country, that 
i, an heavenly, When the children of 
Iſrael were journeying to Canaan (to give 
us a pattern of the ſtate of man in this 
world) they lived by encampments in a 
wilderneſs; removing their tents from 
place to plare for torty years, and ending 
their days in that unſettled way of life. 
ven when the people were fixed in Ca- 
naan, good men ſtil] devoted themfelves 
to live as ſojourners and pilgrims. - We 
ſce this in the example of the Rechabites, 
- who renounced the pleaſures and poſſeſſions 
of the world, and dwelt in tents as their 
holy fathers had done before. Even God 
himſelf was pleaſed to partake of the con- 
dition of his people; making himſelf, even 
under the law, that ſtranger upon earth 
which he was to be afterwards under the 
goſpel. The place of his worſhip in the 
wilderneſs, and -long afterwards, was not 
a houſe, but a tent and a tabernacle; and 
when the word was made fleſh, he is ſaid 
fo have tabernacl:4 amongſt us; living as 
one who renounced this world and alf its 
pulfeffions ; more unprovided of houſe and 
land, than the foxes of the earth or the 
birds of the air. The paſſage from this 
world to the other is much mere eafy to 
tl ofe who live in this manner. The man 
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of the world, who fixes his abode here, is 
violently torn away at his death, as a tree 
pulled up by the roots, and hath no pro- 
ſpect after it: but he who lives in a tent is 
eaſily removed. If we live in faith, we 
{hall die in hope; knowing that, if or 
earthly houſe of this tabernacle be diſſalved, 


we have another building, an houſe not 


made with hands, eternal in the heavens, 
When we leave this land, on which we 
never reſted, we find a better country, in 
which we may fix with ſafety ; when we 
leave the buildings of this world which 
fall into decay, we find an eternal city, 
| whoſe builder and maker is God. 

No ſubje& is perfectly underſtood, till 
it excites devotion in us; and we ſhould 
endeavour to give that turn, to it, in ſome 
ſuch way as this: 7 

Lord, make me ever mindful, that J am 
a pilgrim and ſtranger upon earth; a paſ- 
ſenger and traveller through this tranfitory 
life to the poſſeſſion which thou didſt pro- 
miſe to our forefather Abraham, and the 
hEirs of his faith. As I have here no abi- 
ding place, let me be content to lead“ a 
changeable unſettled life, if thou ſeeſt it 
it good for me, as a tent is removed from 


one ſtation to another: that, when all my 


journeyings and encampments through this 
wilderneſs 


— 
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wilderneſs ſhall be finiſhed, I may ſee the 
felrcity of thy choſen, and rejoice with thine 
inheritance; dwelling with thee for ever in 
that holy land, and that heavenly city, 
which thou hait prepared and builded for 
thy holy Patriarchs, and, with them, for 
all thoſe who through faith and patience (hall 
inherit the promiſes. Amen. | | 


THE QUESTIONS. 
Q. What is a Tabernacle ? 
A. A Tent, ftretched out with chords, 
and moveable from one place to another. 
Q. Who dwelt in theſe habitations ? 
A. The holy Patriarchs, Abraham, Iſaac, 
and Jacob. 
Q. Why did they inhabit ſuch dwel- 
lings as Tabernacles ? | 
A. To remind them daily that they were 
ſtrangers upon earth, | 
Q. Had not God'promiſed them the poſ- 
ſeſſion of the land in which they dwelt? 
A. Yes: but he made them live in it as 
travellers or ſojourners, to ſhew them and 
us, that the hope of all his Saints is in 
another life, | 
Q. Who elſe lived in Tabernacles ? 
A. The children of Iſrael, in their jour- 
neyings through the wilderneſs, 7 
Q. Ho long did they live in this way?“ 
5 C - ' A, Forty- 
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A. Forty years: ſo that the whole gene- 
ration of them who were brought out of 
Egypt finiſhed their courſe, ſhort of the 
promiſed land, in theſe unſettled habita- 
tions. | 

Q.: Did good people underſtand what 
God intended by their dwelling in tents? 

A. Certainly ; becauſe ſome dedicated 
themſelves freely to this way of life, after 
they were ſettled in towns and cities, 

Q. Who were ſuch ? 

A. The Rechabites; whoſe father gave 
them a charge to renounce the world, and 
live as.the Patriarchs had lived before. 

Q. What was the houſe in which God 
dwelt at firſt with his people? 


A. It was a Tabernacle ſet up in the 
wilderneſs. 


A, did God Gall in ſuch a 
place 


A. To ſhew that he would be a ſtranger 
upon earth as we are, and dwell in the ta- 


| bernacle of a mortal body. ; / 
Q. What are we to learn from theſe 
things ? 


A. That all the ſervants of God are to 


- renounce the world, and live like ſtrangers 
upon-earth. 


Q What do they ops 6 for by 2 doing? 
A. They 
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A. They prepare themſelves for a better 
inheritance in heaven. 

Q. Why does the Apoſtle call our bo- 
dies tabernacles? 

A. Beeauſe we lead a travelling life in 
them, and they are ſoon to be taken down, 
as a tent is. 

Q. How do the children of this world 
tive? | 
A. They build houſes and buy lands, 
as if they were to live for ever ; when per- 
haps their tent, may be taken down this 
night, and their ſoul required of them. 

, What is the beſt improvement of 
this and other ſubjects of the Scripture? 

A. To make a prayer to God upon 
them. | 


Tus TEXTE. 


Gen. Xiii, 18. xxv. 27, Numb. x. 28. 
2 Sam, vii. 6. Jer. chap. xxxv. John i. 
14. Acts vii. 1, &c. Heb. xi. 9, 2 
Pet. i. 13, 14. 
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IV. Tur CHAPTER or WAR. 


1. 
WIA T a ſtrange thing is war! yet A 
we ſee it every where; and we our- 8 
ſelves are engaged in it, whether we will or V5 
g not. There is war in the natural creation : tt 
4 the hawk is always in arms for the ſeizing 4 
E of his prey; the lion and the wolf are at 3 
\ war with cattle; birds and beafts are per- 4 
ſecuting one another; and the innocent are yy 
deſtroyed; by the cruel and the rapacious. 10 
Even in ſeas and rivers there are greedy "me 
monſters, which devour other kinds when P 
they are within their reach. If we turn 2 
our eyes to mankind, we ſee nation riſing 7 
in arms againſt nation, and kingdoms di- , 
vided againſt themſelves. And why is all 2 
this permitted? For many wiſe reaſons; s 
but for this above all, that, from the ene- 7 b. 
mies we ſee, we may conſider the enemies els 
we do not fee. For the inviſible world is ** : 
alſo at war: there was war in heaven : God ef 
- himſelf hath his enemies among Angels that 701 
excel in ſtrength: principalities and pow- TH 2 


ers are contederate againſt all the great and 
| merciful 
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merciful deſigns of Heaven: and the war, 


which they began there, is carried on upon 
earth againſt us men and our ſalvation. 
We are therefore born to a ſtate of war, 
and are accordingly enliſted as ſoldiers at 
our baptiſm; and Jeſus Chriſt is the cap- 
tain of our ſalvat ion, under whole banner 
we are to fight againſt his and our ene- 
mies. Our Chriſtian profeſſion is called a 


fight of faith ; becauſe it is fubject to all 


the dangers, lufſes, fears, and miſcarriages 
of war; and the ſame rules are to be ob- 
ſerved, the ſame meaſures to be followed, 
in the one caſe as in the other; with this 
difference, that ghoſtly dangers are a thou- 
ſand times 28 than bodily, and call for 
more valour and more vigilance. Being 
3 ſoldiers, we are to do as ſoldiers 
0. 

1. We are to put on the whole armour 
of God. There is the helmet to ſave the 
head in natural war; and there is the pro- 
tection of God, the helmet of /a.vation, in 
ſpiritual war. There is the ſhield of faith, 
which we are to hold up againſt rhe fiery 


Carts of the enemy. There is the ſword ef 


the jpirit, the word of God, Harper than 
ary two-edged ſword, which, when ſkil- 
fully uſed, will give mortal wounds to the 
20 Veyſaries of our faith. 
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2. We muſt practice the prudence which 

is neceſſary in earthly war: conſidering, 
that we are here in an enemies country, 
in continitfal danger of being ſurpriſed by 
evil ſpirits who are always upon the watch; 
and therefore obliged to be ſober and vigi- 
lant. A drunken ſoldier, in a time of war, 
is in danger of death; a drunken Chriſtian 
is in danger of damnation, All levity and 
difipation, and foolith jeſting, are to be 
aveided, as tending to make the mind ef- 
feminure and carèleſs, and inſenſible of its 
dangerous ſituation in this life: in conſi- 
deration of which, we are to pajs the time 
of ſejourning here in fear, as they do who 
are incompaſſed with enemies. 
3. We are to ſtudy the intereſts of the 
two parties at war. We are to know, that 
the grand enemy of man, which is the 
Devil, hath his allies who aſſiſt him in his 
warfare againſt us : theſe are, the World 
and the Fleſh, The World receives his 
principles, and works with him, by the 
great force of cuſtom, faſh on, and exam- 
ple: the Fleſh warreth againſt the ſpirit, 
and is to be denicd and mortified; as we 
ſtop and ſeize the ſupphes of Sroviſion, - 
when they are upon the road to the camp 
of an enemy. 

4. Then, laſtly, as the mind of the 

ſoldiet 
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ſoldier is intent upon victory, and he runs 
all hazards to obtain it; fo hath the Chriſ- 
tian the ſame object in view: fin and death 
are to fall before him, and the kingdom of 
heaven is to be the prize, 

All the proſpects and chances of the ſpi- 
ritual warfare are to be ſeen, as in a glaſs, 
when we read of the wars of the Hebrews 
in their progreſs from Egypt to Canaan : 
how God fought for them in a caſe when 
they could not fight for themſelves, and 
overthrew the Egyptians in the Red Sea: 
how Jericho fell before the prieſts ; 25 the 
world and its power fall before the ſound 
of the Goſpel: how Gideon prevailed over 
the hoſt of Midian with his lamps and his 
pitchers ; as the enemies of the truth are 
defeated by the light of the word in earth- 
en veſſels: how Siſera, that grand enemy 
of the people of God, fell by the hand of 
a woman; as the powers of earth and hell 
are conquered by the faith and fortitude of 
the Church. From all which, and other 
like caſes, we gather, that if God be for us, 
who can be againſt us? : 

But then, we are to remember, that the j 
fame people, whom no force could con- $ 
quer, no diabolical enchantments could Þ 
prevail againſt, were deſtroyed by the wiles ; 
of the enemy, and the bewitching _ 
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of temptations from bad company, with 
the falſe doctrines and idolatrous feſtivals 
of heatheniſm: all which dangers await 
us every hour of our lives. He that en- 
dureth to the end ſhall be ſautd: and then 
our Captain ſhall ſettle us, as Joſhua did 
the people, in the promiſed land : the Lord 
himſelf, like him who ſhouted and founded 
for the fall of Jericho, ſhall deſcend from 
heaven with the ſhout of the angelic hoſt, 
and the trumpet of victory ſhall be ſound- 
ed: every enemy ſhall be caſt under our 
feet, and we ſhall paſs with triumph from 
this world of fear and danger, to reign with 
the Conqueror in his glorious kingdom. 
This is the great ſubject of Chriſtian tri- 
umph and thankſgiving, all expreſſed in 
theſe few words of the Apoſtle—thanks be 
to God which giveth us the victory, through 
our Lord Feſus Chriſt. 


Tax QUESTIONS. 


What are we to learn from the con- 
fideration of war? 

A. That we have ghoſtly enemies, a- 
gainſt whom we are to be conſtantly in 
arms. : | 
Q. Who are theſe enemies? 

A, The Devil and his angels; as 
| pore 


- 
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Fl poſe the great work of God for the ſalva- 
I tion of man, 

0 What are we made at our baptiſm ? 
5 A. Soldiers of Jeſus Chriſt, the captain 


10 of our ſalvation. 
Q. What is Chriſtian profeſſion called? 


1 A. The fight of faith, which alone can 
4 give us the victory, 
5 Q. Is man able by his own ſtrength to 
45 oppoſe his ſpiritual adverſaries? 
— A. He knows nothing about them till 
* God warns him of his danger. 
115 Q. How are we to ſtand (ago Hap. 
4 enemies ? 
_ A. As ſoldiers do in war, 
wy Q. What are the arms of the ſpiritual 
1 warfare ? 
| , A. The helmet of ſalvation, the ſhield 
5 of faith, and the ſword of the ſpirit. 

Q, What temper of mind are we to pre- 

ſerve ? 

A, We are to be ſober, and vigilant, and 
087 fearful of a ſurpriſe, 

Q. Which are the three great enemies 
I... of man ? | 
in A. The Devil, the World, and the 

Fleth. 


Q. How are you to defend yourſelf 
op- againſt the Devil! 4 


A. To 
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A. To reſiſt him, ſteadfaſt in the faith, 

Q. How againſt the World ? 

A. Never to take its word, or admit of 
its authority. 

Q. How againſt the Fleſh ? 

A. By morztification, abſtinence, and 
ſelf-denial. 

Q. What is the great object to a Chril- 
tian ſoldier ? 

A. The hope of a victory over fin and 
death, and of obtaining the kingdom of 
Heaven, the prize of our calling. 

Q. Where may we ſee and learn the 
nature of the Chriſtian warfare ? 

A. From the wars of the Hebrews in 
the Scripture. 

From what events in particular? 

From the overthrow of Pharach and 
his hoſt in the ſea, | | 

oo From what others ? 

. From the fall of Jericho, the Jefeat 
of . Midianites, the death of Siſera, 
&c. 

Q. What do you infer from theſe 
things? 

A. That God ſtill fighteth for us, and 
that all his enemies ſhall. periſh as theſe 
did. 


Q: When the king of Moab could 2: 
ya 
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vail againſt the Iſraelites neicher by force 

nor enchantments, what was done ? 

f A. They were deſtroyed by the allure- 

ments of bad company. | 
Q. What will happen when Jeſus Chriſt 


id ſhall triumph over all his enemies ? 
A, He ſhall defcend from Heaven with 
. a ſnout, with the voice of the Archangel, 
and with the ſound of the laſt trumpet. 
id Q. How was this foreſhewn ? 
of A. Jericho, for a pattern to us, fell 


before Joſhua with the ſame circumse _ 
he ſtances. 


ier 


Rev. xii, 7. There was war in heaven. 
2 Tim. ti. 3. Thou therefore tndurs 
nd hardneſs, as a good ſoldier 0 7. 555 us. Ghriſts 
| NM man that 3 entangleth himſeif with 
the 4 E. HF this life. 
at h. vi. 13. Take unto you the whole ar- 
ra, mor "of God, that ye may be able to with/iand 
in the evil — 
eſe 2 Cor. x. 3. Ve do nei war after the 
feſh : 1% the weapons of our warfare are not 


* carnal, but mighty through Gad, to the pulling 
eſe doton of flrong holds. 

Joſh. x. 24. Put your feet upin the recks 
re- ef thiſe kings. 


D 2 | Rom. 
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Rom. xvi. 20. The God of peace Dall 


bruiſe Satan under your feet ſhortly. 

1 Theff. iv. 16. The Lord bimſe'f call 
deſcend from henven with a ſhout, with the, 
voice of the archangel, and with the trump of 


Gad. 


V. Tu CHAPTER OF THE POTTER, 


| THE Potter maketh veſſels out of clay, 
| and faſhioneth them as he pleaſes. 
Some are great, and ſome are ſmall ; ſome 
are made to honour, and ſome to diſhonour, 
All things made of earth are frail, and'ea- 
fily. broken: and though they are finely 
figured, and painted ind gilded, they are 
but earth ſtill, and a fall deſtroys them, 

I come from. the hands of my Maker 
as clay from the hands of the Potter, 
and am called a veſſel, becauſe I have a 
capacity to hold either good or evil. In 
the Janguage of the Scripture a perfon and 
a veſſel are the ſame thing. Paul is called 
a choſen veſſel: and he exhorts the huſband 
to give honour to the wife as to the weater 
wveſ'el. 

The ſame power Which formed me hath 

* wilely 
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wiſely given unto me my ſtation and my 
uſe in this life. As the clay doth not re- 
ply againſt the will of the Potter, ſo muſt 
not 1 find fault with the ſtate of life to 
which God hath called me, but conform 
myſelf to it, and be uſeful in my place, 
] ſhall ſtill be happy and reſpectable, if I 
do my duty in an inferior ſtation, and ful- 
kl the will of God, which is the great end 
of man's being in this world, and his 
greateſt honour in every ſtate of life. O 
how vain is it for man to reſiſt God, and 
exalt himſelf againſt him ! What is all the 
power of this world, when it oppoſes the de- 
ſigns of heaven? It is a vain rage which 
brings deſtruction upon itſelf: it is a Potter's 
veſſel boaſting itſelf againſt a rod of iron, 
which can break it in pieces with a touch. 

In reſpect of his mortality, no man is 
ſuperior to another. The rich and the 
poor, the honourable and diſhonour- 
able, muſt all die. The ſtroke of death 
will break them as a Potter's veſſel: and 


then the diſtinction between them is at 


an end; for the veſſel of honour is' as uſe- 
leſs as the reſt, when it is broken. 

When I fee the fragments lying ſcat- 
tered about in a Potter's field, I fee the 


exact pattern of a burying ground; in 


Which the bones of men lie ſcattered before 
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the pit, and their bodies are again mixed 
with the clay out of which they weie 
made. But to give me hope under the con- 
ſideration of this my mortal frailty, the 
Potter's field was purchaſed with the price 
of him that was valued, as a proper place 
to bury flrangers in. Therefore if I hive 
and die in faith, as a pilgrim and franger 
pon earth, it matters not where my body 
is buried, becauſe my burying-place, 
wherever it may chance to be, 1s paid for 
with the blood of Chrift: and I ſhall ref 
in this aſſurance, that although I have ien 
among the pots, a broken veſſel, in appear- 
ance caſt away and forgotten, yet is my 
immortality ſecure, and | ſhall riſe as with 
the wings of a dove, and be glorified as with 
colours of gold, From being a veſſel of 
earth, 1 ſhall be as that veſſel of gold which 
held the hidden manna; and as that was 
placed in the holy of holies, ſo ſhall I be 
tranſlated to the heavenly ſanctuary. 

If then, I who am now a weak and frail 
mortal, am capable of being thus raiſed 
and glorified in the veſſel of my body, how 
careful ſhould I be to keep it in ſand1ijica- 
tion and honour, and not live in the luſt if 
concupiſcence, as the Gentiles did, who 
knew not God, nor Jeſus Chriſt, nor the 
power of his reſurrection! 


THE BOOK OF NATURE. 


Taz QUESTIONS. 


Q. What is the work of a Potter ? 

A. Re maketh veſſels out of clay, and 
faſhioneth them as he pleaſeth. 

Q. Why is God compared to a Potter ? 

A. Becauſe he forms' man out. of the 
clay, and appoints every one to his ſtation 
and uſe in life. 

Q. Why is man called a veſſel ? 

A. Becauſe he is capable of holding that 
which 1s put into him, whether it be good 
or evil. 

Q. How ought we to ſubmit to God's 
appointment ? 

A. It is as vain to find fault with the 
ſtate to which he had called us, as it would 
be for a veſſel of earth to diſpute againſt 

him that formeth it, 
Q. In what ſenſe are all Chriſtians, vef- 
ſels of hanour? | ; 

A. Becauſe the grace of God, or ſpirit 
of life, is given to Chriſtians of every de- 
gree. 

Q. In what reſpect are all men equal? 

A. They are all made of. the ſame elay, 
and death ſhall break them all in pieces. 

: 7 Q. What 
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Q. What may we liken to a Potter's 


yard, with fragments ſcattered about it? 
A. A church-yard or burying-ground, 


Was ſuch a place ever ſet apart for 


burials ? 

A. The Potter's field at Jeruſalem was 
purchaſed with the price of Chriſt's _ 
to bury ſtrangers in. 

What may that teach us ? 

A. That if we live by faith, as ſtrangers 
in this world, we may reſt in hope at our 
death. 

Q. Why ſo? : 

A. Becgue the place to bury ſtrangers 
in was paid for with the price of Chriſt's 
innocent blood. 

. And what is our hope in death ? 

A: T hat, although we lie as broken 
earthen veſſels, we ſhall be reſtored and 
glorifted at the reſurrection. 

How ought we then to regard and 
keep this veſſel of our body ? 

A. We ought to keep it in ſan#ification 
and honour, not in the luſt of concupiſcence, 
as Heathens did who had not this hope. 


Te TEX TS. 


Jer. xviii. 6. Behold, as the clay in the 
Potter's hand, fo are ye in my hand, O houſe 


of Tſraet. 


th: 


Or 


as 
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Rom. ix. 21. FHath not the Potter power 
ever the clay of the ſame lump to mate one 
w/e! unto howour,, and another unto dif 
Hur © 2 

2 Cor. iv. 7. le have this treaſure in 
earthen veſſels. 

Match. xxvii. J. Au they tab counſel, 
and bought with them the Potter's field to bury 
ſtrangers in. | 

Pial. Ixviii. 13. Th:ugh ye have lien 
among the pots, yet ſhall ye be as the wings of 
a dive, that is covered with filver wings, 
and ber feathers like gold. G | 

1 Thefl, iv. 4. That every one of you 
ſould know haz to poſſeſs his veſſel in ſancti- 
fication and Honour. 


VI. Tux CHAPTER Or REDEMPTION. 


TO redeem is to buy a captive back 
again with a price from flavery; as 
poor Chriſtians ofren are, when they have 
been unfortunately taken at fea by barba- 

rous Turks and Moors. ; 
My Catechiſm hath taught me that God 
th: Son hath redeemed me. What am I then, 
without 
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without being redeemed, but a flave and a 
captive? My perſon is forfeited to God for 
fin, and under ſentence of death: and my 
ſoul is under the power of Satan, to follow 
fin with my heart and affections, and live 
in the ſervice of it: neither is there any 
liberty for me, till the Son ſhall make me free, 
and redeem me from the power of Sata; 
unto God. Such as the Hebrews were in 
the houſe of bondage before Moſes came 
to deliver them, ſuch am I in the Egypt 
of this wicked world, if I am without a 
Saviour. They were delivered from geath 
by the blood of the Paſſover ; and I have 
redemption through. the blood of Chrift. 
I am not redeemed with filver or gold, as 
worldly .captives are, but by the pre- 
cious blood of Chriſt, the lamb of God, 
who gave himfelf a ranſom for us all, and 
took away the ſin of the world. 


The unbelieving Jews, blinded with - 


ignorance, boaſted that they were never in 
bodage; not underſtanding that they were 
born in fin, and that a lite of fin is à life 
of flavery, from which nothing but the 
grace of God in Jeſus Chriſt can deliver 
us. Some Chriſtians are as proud and as 
blind as the Jews were, with no know- 
ledge of the bondage of ſin, nor of the ne- 
ceſſity of a facrifice to be offered, a price 

| 66 
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to be paid, an atonement to be made for 
all thoſe that ſhall be ſaved. The vain 
traditions of their fathers deſtroyed thoſe 
Jews; and the vain deceit of human phi- 

loſophy deſtroys theſe Chriſtians, When 
the ſlave is drunk, he dances about, and 
forgets his condition : and when the mind 
of a Chriſtian is drunk with the pride of 
falſe doctrine, he thinks himſelf free, and 
forgets his Redeemer. O Lord, open thou 
mine eyes, that I may ſee the miſery of my 
nature, and know the value of my ranfom, 
and find in thy ſervice the true liberty 4 the 
fons of God. 


Tur QUESTIONS. 
Q. What do you mean by the redeeming 


of mankind ? 

A. To redeem is to buy a perſon back 
again from a ſtate of captivity, by paying a 
ranſom for him. 

Q. What ranſom did God take for the 
Hebrews, when the Egyptians were {lain by 
the deſtroying Ang 19 

A. The 1 of a lamb. 

Q. And what ranſom does he take, to 
ſave you from death. 

A. The blood of Chriſt. 

2 Man is then a ſlave by nature ? 
He is a ſlave to finy and through the 
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fear of death is all his life-time ſubject to 
bondage. 


Q. Whoſe power are ſinners under ? 

A. They are under the power of Satan, 
as the aMicted Hebrews were under the 
over of Pharaoh: 4 

Q. What was Egypt to the Hebrews ! 

A. It was the houſe of bondage. 

Q. And what is your houſe of bondage? 

A. This wicked world. 

Q. What is falſe liberty ? 

A. The liberty of ſerving our own luſts. 

Q. What is perfect freedom ? 

A. The ſervice of God. 

Q. Why ſo? | 

A. Becauſe it delivers us from the ty- 
ranny and torment of our own luſts and 
paſſions. 

Q. Why did the Jews boaſt that they 
were free? 

A. Becauſe they did not derte that 
they were born in ſin, and lived under the 
bondage of it. 

Q. Why do Chriſtians deny that we are 
born in ſin? 


A. Becauſe they truſt to the vain deceit 


of philoſophy, which i is the religion of hu- 
man pride. 
Q. What did the Hebrews do when 


they were brought out of Egypt ? 
A, They 
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A. They ſerved God, without fear of 
theſe wicked people. | 
Q. And what are we to do whom Chriſt 
hath redeemed ? 
A. To keep God's commandments, 
without fearing the people of this world. 


Taz TEXTS. 


| Rom. vii. 14. But I am carnal, fold 


under ſin. 


23. Bringing me into captivity to the lau 
of iin. | 
24. O wretched man that I am, who ſhall 
deliver me from the body of this death? 

Eph. i. 7. We have redemption through 


His blood. 


1 Cor. vi. 20. Ye are bought with a price. 

Rev. v. 9. Thou-haſt redeemed us to God 
by thy blood. 

1 Pet. i. 18, 19. Ye were not redeemed 
with corruptible things, as with filver and 
gold—but with the precious blood of Chriſt, 
as of a lamb without blemiſb and without ſpot. 

xod. i. 13. And the Egyptians made the 
children of Iſrael to ſerve with rigour, and they 
made their lives bitter with hard bondage. 

Exod. xx. 2. I am the Lord thy God, 
which have brought thee out of the land of 


Egypt, out of the houſe of bondage, 
ARE. Jo | N Luke 
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Luke i. 68. Bleſſed be the Lord God of T 
Iſrael, for he hath viſited and redeemed. bis 1 


peo les (3 

, — viii. 33. Ve were never in bon- to 

dage. 

36. Tf the Sen make you free, ye ſhall be * 

Free indeed. att 

Eph. iv, 8. He led captivity captiv. _ 

i. e. He enſlaved him who had enſlaved Wi 

us. an 

FS he 

: EE | tat 

VII. Tux CHAPTER or TE WIL- 

| DERNESS. _. . 
1 | 0 
1 WI EN I read of the journey of the ret 
1 Hebrews from Egypt to Canaan by rer 
the way of the Wilderneſs, I ſee a pat- my 

tern of my own life, and of all the trials mz 

I am to undergo as a Chriſtian on my pro- as 


greſs throußh this world to the kingdom bu! 
of heaven, Their ex began with the 


their baptiſm in the Red Sea: and as that ſor 
baptiſm was a deliverance from Pharaoh Gr 
and his hoſt ; ſo is my baptiſm, with which is 
my Chriſtian life begins, an eſcape from N 
the power of ſin. As they were ſupported ba 
by manna and the waters of a rock; ſo muſt ani 
T live by bread from heaven, and my thirſt the 
muſt be ſatisfied with the waters of 75 ani 
t 
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The end of this my pilgrimage upon earth 
is the poſſeſſion of the heavenly land which 
God hath promiſed to me; but in the way 
to it, I muſt undergo trials and temptations 
of every fort, and die in this wilderneſs, 
as Moſes and his people did, before I can 
attain it. As they proceeded by encamp- 
ments, and wandered many years in the 
wilderneſs; ſo is my life a pilgrimage : 
and their example aſſures me, that I have 
here no abiding place, no fixed habi- 
tation. 

Fhey became tired of eating manna, and 
wiſhed to return back to Egypt, the place 
of their captivity; and I am in danger of 
returning to this ſinful world, which I 
renounced and forſook at my baptiſm. In 
my way, I am to meet with enemies, whom 
my fearful heart will magnify and repreſent 
as giants, never to be faced and conquered : 


but ſtill, if God be for me, as he was with 


the Iſraelites when they fought againſt the 
ſons of Anak, who can te againſt me? 
Greater is he that is with us, than he that 
is with the world. | f 
Heathen doctrines and cuſtoms may de- 


bauch and draw away my mind from truth, 


and lead me into uncleanneſs of life; as 
the Iſraelites were led aſtray by the idolatry 


and licentiouſneſs of the wicked Moabites. 
The 


E 2 
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The danger of ill company will always be 
near at hand through life; as the mixed 
multitude of unruly people, who followed 
the camp in the wilderneſs, were always 
propagating ſome miſchief among the con» 
gregation. 

My heart may be infected by the ſpiritual 
pride of Corab and his company, and I may 
fall into the preſumptuous ſins of ſchiſm 
and rebellion. If a man be above the fins 
of the body, other temptations take place 
upon the mind: he begins to conceive 
highly of his own holineſs; and his next 
ſtep is to hereſy and pride of opinion. 

When I read, that the foul of the people 
was diſcouraged by the length of the way 
through which it pleaſed God to lead them 
about, by journeyings backwards and for- 
wards; thence I am to learn, that I alfo 
may faint and fall by the way, for want 
of patience and perſeverance. Many be- 
gin well, and go on ſo for a time; but by 
and by they are offended and wearied, and 
will walk in the ways of God no longer: 
therefore, I am not only to begin my 
courſe in this wilderneſs, but to endure unto 
the end, and ſo ſhall I be ſaved. | 

Of theſe trials and dangers, and of many 
others, do I ſee an inſtructive pattern in 
the hiſtory of the people whom God led 

through 
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da 


THE BOOK OF NATURE, 41 


through the wilderneſs. O that I may be 
wiſe, to conſider and apply what the bleſſed 
Apoſtle St. Paul hath taught me; that al/ 
thefe things happened unto them for our enſam- 
ples, and are written for our admonition, on 
whom the ends of the world (the accompliſh- 
ment of all that went before) are come -. 
wherefore let him that thinketh he flandeth 
(for this is the great leſſon I am to learn) 
take heed left be fall. 1 Cor. x. 11, 12. 


Tus QUESTIONS. 


Q. What do you ſee in the journey of 
the Iſraelites through the wilderneſs ? 

A. I ſee a pattern of all the trials and 
dangers of the Chriſtian life, 

Q. How does your journey begin? 

A. With baptiſm, as theirs did. 

Q. How were they ſupported ? 

A. By manna: and I muſt alſo live by 
bread from heaven. 

Q. Of what did they drink ? 

A. Of that ſpiritual rock, Chrift, from 
whom we alſo have the waters of life. 

Q. How did the people reliſh the hea- 
venly manna ? 


A. They became weary of it, and wiſhed 


to eat fleſh again in Egypt. 
Q. And how are you under the like 


temptation ?. 
|S ES, A. My 
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A. My heart may be tempted to return 
from the ſpiritual life of Chriſtianity, to 
the carnal life of the world. 

Q. Did not the people fear the enemies 
that were in their way? 

A. Yes: they were terrified at the ſons 
of Anak, as I am apt to be terrified at the 
enemies of my ſalvation, 

Q. How are you to be ſupported ? 

A. By an fps that he who aſſiſted 
them will aſſiſt me againſt every enemy. 

Q. By what may you be led aſide ? 

A. By the falſe doctrines and cuſtoms of 
this wicked world. 

Q. Who was Balaam ? 


| himſelf to be hired to curſe the Church of 
God. | 

Q.: What became of him? 

A. He was deſtroyed in battle, as all 
the enemies of God's Church ſhall periſh 

at laſt, | 

Q. Who were the mixed multitude ? 

A. A ſet of carnal ftrolling people, 
whoſe evil example was often followed by 
the congregation. 

Q. Who was Corah? © | 

A. A rebellious Levite, who claimed an 
authority againſt Moſes and Aaron. 

Q. What are you to learn from the im- 

| 5 patience 


A. A mercenary prophet, who ſuffered 
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patience of the people, who were wearied 
by the length of the way? 

A. That J am never to be weary of well- 
doing, nor of following God in the way of 
his commandments. 

Q. On what are you to depend? 7 

A. On the preſence of God attending 
me through this wilderneſs : for .he who 
was with Moſes and Joſhua leading his 
people into Canaan, will alſo guide my feet: 
into the way of peace. | 


Tus TEXTS. 


1 Cor. x. I, 2» All our fathers were 


baptized unto Moſes, in the cloud and in the 
ſea. 


V. 3. They did all eat the ſame ſpiritual 


meat. 


V. 4. And did all drink the ſame ſpiritual 


drink, 


V. 5. With many of them God was not 


well pleaſed. 
V.6. Theſe things were our examples. 
V. 13. There hath no temptation taken 
you, but ſuch as is common to man. 
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VIII. Tur CHAPTER os DEATH. 


W HAT could our Saviour mean, when 

he ſaid, let the dead bury the dead? 
How can one dead man bury another? This 
can never be, unleſs the word dead be 
taken in two different ſenſes : for then, a 
man who is dead in one ſenſe, may be 
buried by another, who in a different fenſe 
is as dead as he; that is, dead in treſpaſſes 


and fins. To be carnally-minded is death, 


ſaith the Apoſtle: and the poor prodigal 
ſon in the parable having lived in that ſtate 
of mind till his converſion, the Father ſays 
of him, This thy brother was dead, and is 

alive again. = 
Man has a ſoul and a body, each of 
which dies in its own way; and ſo either 
of them may be alive while the other is 
dead. This caſe gives occaſion to many 
ftrange ſayings in the Scripture. There is 
a ſenſe in which Adam died on the day 
when he ſinned ; and there is another ſenſe 
in which Adam lived nine hundred and 
thirty years, Adam delivered down a — 
| tura 


THE BOOK OF NATURE, 45 


tural life to all us that are born of him; 
but the only inheritance he could leave 
to our ſpirits, was that death to which he 
was fallen. It is this death of the ſpirit 
which makes it neceſſary for every man to 
be born again. We are baptized, that we 
may have a new life from the ſpirit of God; 
and when it is begun, it muſt be kept up 
by the means of grace; as the living ſeed 
which is hid under the earth is brought 
forward by the powers of heaven, which 
can reach, it there, and act upon it. The 
means of grace, by which the Chriſtian life 
is nouriſhed, are prayer, the word of God, 
the Lord's Supper, the ordinances of the 
Church, the company and converſation of 
godly people, with an aweful attention to- 
the providence of God over our lives and 
actions, for correction and preſervation : 
yea, and even the wicked, who have no 
grace in themſelves, do often increafe it 
in other men by their hatred and perſecu- 
tion, Among the means of grace we are 
likewiſe to reckon ſelf-denial and mortifi - 
cation; and alſo the ſickneſs and pains 
of the body, which are frequently made 
ſuch to thoſe who ſuffer them ; according 
to what the pious king Hezechiah ſaid of 
his own caſe— In all theſe things is the life 
of my ſpirit. Iſa. xxxvili. 16. * 
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If a Chriſtian lives, he will breathe, like 
a man alive; he will aſpire to God and 
heaven in his affections, and be fervent in 
prayer : be will talk like a man ive; and 
his ſpeech will be edifying,. and miniſter 
grace to the heareis: he will eat and 
drink; and his food will be the food of 
the mind, the hidden manna, the bread 
which cometh down from heaven and gi- 
veth life unto the world ; he will eat the 
fleſh of the ſon of man, and drink his 
blood : there will be in him all the ſigns of 


ſpiritual life and growth ; and he who thus 


liveth and believeth fall never ate. 

On the contrary, there are multitudes 
of people who ſeem to live, but are no bet- 
ter than dead; and they might as well be 
in their graves: they are, properly ſpeaking, 
unburied dead, They have in them no- 
thing of the life of the Goſpel, nor any 
ſymptoms of it; no fight, no ſenſe of ſpi- 
ritual things, no appetite, no affection. 
Fhis we ſhall find, if we make trial of them, 


We may preach to them all day long, and 


do no more good by it, than if we were to 
preach to a man in his coffin, If we were 
to cry into their ears, or blow a trumpet, 
to give them warning of the fire of judg- 
ment, and of eternal damnation, they would 
hear nothing. If we were to watch _ 
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mght and morning, we ſhould find that 
they never open their lips in prayer to God. 
Shew them the wonders of his word, they 
ſee nothing: the ſun of the noon=-day ſhines 
upon the eyes of a dead man without any 
effect, unleſs it be that of making him 
ſtink the ſooner. If we offer to them the 
bread of life, they want it not; for a dead 
man hath no appetite, Were the ſouls of 
men as viſible as their bodies, we ſhould 
ſee as much difference betwixt devout 
Chriſtians, and the children of this world, 
as betwixt a living healthy body and a dead 
corpſe. And now I think we may fully un- 
derſtand the meaning of thoſe words which 
the Apoſtle borrows from the prophet— 
Awake, thou that ſleepeſt, and ariſe from the 
dead, and Chrift ſhall give thee light. 

That we may eſcape this moſt dreadful 
of deaths, we are to conſider; that as he 
who ſtandeth may fall, ſo he that now 11- 
veth may be dead; twice dead, as St. Jude 
ſpeaketh ; dead once by nature, and dead 
again unto grace. The pleaſures of this 
world will extinguiſh the life of a Chriſtian 
be that liveth in pleaſure is dead while 
foe liveth, When an: affection to this 
world enters into the mind, and takes poſ- 
ſeſſion of it, all heavenly affections will 
die in it. The envy and pride of falſe 

| wiſdom 
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wiſdom will put out the eyes of the mind, t 

as in the Scribes and Phariſees of old, who t 
were incapable of the love of truth. In 

| ſhort, whatever tends to quench the ſpirit a 
and choak the word, does in effect deſtroy 2 

the life of God in the ſoul of man. 

Deliver me, O Lord, from this death! al 
and grant that, being dead to ſin and. to the 
world, and buried with Chriſt by baptiſm, al 
may ſerve thee as a new creature, in neu- 
neſs of life. If I forget thee, and become in 
cold in my affections, and my fpiritual 


4 life ſhould ever be in danger of decay, let he 
3 me hear that voice which called the dead fo: 
1 to life Lazarus, come forth—young man, 1 15 
iÞ fay unto thee, ariſe—Talitha cumi. 
. | an 
1 Tres QUESTIONS. liv 
1 Q. What did our Saviour mean when | 
5 he ſaid, Let the dead bury the dead? wh 
| A. He meant, that all they whoſe ſouls F 
'* are dead in fin, are fitly employed when dea 
1 they are burying dead bodies. : ( 
* . Can the foul die while the body Wl re 
1 lives! "iy f 
5 A. It may be as ſenſeleſs to all heavenly frot 
1 things, as a dead body is to the things of ( 
. this world. 5 f 
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Q. If Adam lived nine hundred and the) 
| thirty 0 
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nd, thirty years, how is it true that he died on 
vho the day when he ſinned ? 
In A. He died in ſpirit. 

irit Q. Why is it neceſſary for us to be born 
roy again ? 

A. Becauſe, as the children of Adam, We 
th are born ſpiritually dead. 
the Q. When God gives us a new life, how 
iſm, are we to preſerve it ? : 
Fu A, By the means of grace, and by walk- 
ome ing in newneſs of life and manners. 
tual Q. What does our Saviour mean when 


let he ſays, he that liveth and believeth in me 
lead ſhall never die? How can that be, ſince it 
is appointed to all men once to die ? 

A. They who live unto God never die 
= they who are dead unto God never 
ive. 

Q. In what ſenſe is a Chriſtian dead 
while he is alive? | 
ouls A. He is dead to fin and to the world; 
hen dead with Chriſt by faith. | 

Q: How does it appear that wicked men 
ody are dead ? 
A. Becauſe their eyes receive no benefit 


enly from the light of God's word. 
rs of Q. Have they any hearing! 
ä A. They are as deaf to the Goſpel as if 


they were dead. 
Q.: Have they any appetite ? 


A. They. 


ing to us, as he did to 


thereof thau ſalt ſurely die. 
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A. They neither hunger nor thirſt after 
righteouſneſs. 

Q.: Are they alſo dumb? 

A. Yes; becauſe. they never ſay their 
prayers. | x 
Q. How do men fall into this death? 

A. By neglecting the means of grace. 

Q. Who are they that are dead while 
they live ? | 

A. They who are catnally-minded and 5 
live in pleaſure. 

Q. How then ought we to live? 
A. To avoid all things that quench the 


| ſpirit and choak the word of God. 


Q. If we ſhould find our ſpiritual life ] 
decaying within us, what will do us . 
good ? : | 

A. To think we hear ee Chriſt call- 

azarus and other 1 
dead people, to ariſe and come forth from 


our fins, fo 
the 

Tur TEXTS. 1 

Luke ix. 6. Let the dead bury thir un 
dead. me 


Eph. ii. 1. And you hath he quickened, 45 
who were dead in treſpaſſes and fins, 7 
Gen. ii. 17. In the day that thou eateſi 1 8 


Luke Ch 
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Luke xv. 32. This thy brother was dead, 
and is alive again. 

Rom. vi. 13. Yield yourſelves unto God, 
8s thoſe that are alive from the dead. 

V. 4. Me are buried with him by baptiſm 
into death. | | 

1 Cor. xv. 31. I die daily. * 

John viii. 51. Va man hear my ſaying, 
he ſhall never ſee death. 1 


3 
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IX. Tue CHAPTER or Tur MAR- 
RIAGE or THz KING's SON. 


THE fate of the diſobedient Jews, and 
of all unprofitable Chriſtians, is ſet be- 
fore me in the parable of the Marriage of 
tie King's Son, The ſtate of the Goſpel, 
being intended for the life and happineſs 
of all that are called to it, is thence to be 
underſtood as a ſtate of .mirth and enjoy- 
ment; and it is accordingly repreſented 
as a plenteous feaſt on occaſion of a great 
and honourable marriage, to which people 
of all forts are invited. God, the king of 
kings, ordains the union of his Son Jeſus 
Chriſt, with the Church; and, at the ce- 
. lebration 


52 THE BOOK or NATURE, 


celebration of this myſtical marriage, a 
feaſt is prepared of oxen and fatlings; and 
all things are made ready for the gueſts, 
The Goſpel hath its feaft (for, ſaith the 
Apoſtle, let us keep the feaſt) in which all 
the ſacrifices of the law are fulfilled in the 
one ſacrifice of Chriſt, which we comme- 
morate in the Chriſtian Church. 
But how do men accept of God's gra- 
cious invitation? The Jews, who are the 
people firſt bidden to the feaſt, were men 
given up to the world, and as ſuch made 
light of it, and followed their bufineſs, 
Others, full of the pride and ſpite of falſe 
doctrine, roſe up againſt the meſſengers of 
God, and perſecuted them even unto death; 
for this wickedneſs God, in his wrath 
againſt them, ſent forth the armies of the 
Romans to deſtroy thoſe murderers, and 
burn up their city Jeruſalem. They are 
0 called murderers, becauſe they crucihed 
bl - Jeſus Chriſt, as they had ſlain the pro- 
| phets before; and ſo all the righteous blood 
ſhed upon the earth was to be revenged 
upon them. They were viſited, as is here 
ſaid ; and their city was burned with fire. 
Theſe, to whom the word of God was 
firſt preached, being found unworthy, the 
Apoſtles of Jeſus Chriſt were commanded 


to turn to the Gentiles, The parable 
ſaith, 
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ſaith, the ſervants of the king were then 
ſent out into the high ways, that is, from 
Judea into all the world, to bring in as 
many as they could find, without excep- 
tion of any. The Church of Chriſt does 
therefore include perſons of all characters, 
and people of all nations (according to 
another parable, which compares the king- 
dom of heaven to a net caſt into the ſea, 
which, gathereth of every kind, both bad 
and good) which remain together till the 
ſeparation is made. For the day of inqui- 
ſition cometh, when the King comes in to 
viſit his church, and examine into the cha- 


racter of all his gueſts. There he finds 


thoſe who are at a wedding without a wed- 
ding garment; who are in the Church of 
Chriſt, aſſembled with other people, and 
yet are no Chriſtians. Anciently, at bap- 
tiſm, a white garment was put upon thoſe 
who were admitted into the Church, as a 
ſign of their ſanctification, and a leſſon to 


*urity : but as the ſwine, when it is cleanſed, 


:turns to its wallowing in the mire; ſo do 


many Chriſtians forfeit the purity of the 


Chriſtian character. When the queſtion 
ſhall be put to ſuch, how they came into 
the church without repenting of their fins; 
what ſhall they ſay for themſelves ? The 
caſe is ſo*plain, that the Chriſtian profeſ- 
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ſion will not confiſt with a ſinful life, that 


an 
they ſhall ſtand ſpeechleſs, confounded, and in; 
ſelf- condemned. Men can make many fair 
ſpeeches in excuſe for themſelves now; but 
they will not dare to ſay to God what they 
ſay to one another. They who walk un- 
- worthy of their vocation, will have theit i pa 
lot with thoſe who rejected the Goſpel, 
As the Jews were viſited with fire and 
ſword ; ſo the unprofitable Chriftian who 
boaſted of his liberty, will be bound hand | 
and foot, as an unworthy ſlave, and caſt | 
into outer darkneſs, into the regions of tor. Ci 
ment, where the bleſſed light of God's pre. 
* ſence doth not reach, to give life and com- | 
fort; but miſery and deſpair dwell for eve in 
and ever. , ful 
I am therefore to conſider that all an ( 
not Iſrael that are of Iſrae] ; all were noi wa 
Jews that were circumciſed ; all are no Ca 
Chriſtians that have been brought by..bapW 
tiſm into the Church; for many are cal le the 
but few are choſen. Under the preſei late 
ſtate of things, bad and good are togeth vo 
at the marriage feaſt of the Goſpel ; an! ( 
many of thoſe who are now called to ſen 
among the reſt, will not be cheſen at la 5 
as fit for the kingdom of God. I 2 WO 
therefore not to depend upon any privilege ( 
I have at preſent, unleſs I uſe them rig wh 
an 
c 3 8 8 a 3 
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and muſt give all diligence to mate my call- 
ing and election ſure. 


that 
, and 


y fair 


0 Tur QUESTIONS. 

they 

k un- Q. Who is meant by the Xing in this 
their parable? 

oſpel, A. God, the King of heaven. 

> and Q. Who is the Krng's Son? 


| who A. Jeſus Chrift, the Son of God. 
hand Q. What does the marriage ſignify? e 
d cal A. The union of Chriſt with the 1 01 
of tor - Church. . 
's pte - Q. What is the marriage feaſt ? | 
com- A. The feaſt of the Chriſtian Paſſover, Ht 
or eveiß in which all the ſacrifices of the law are | | | 
G 
\ 


fulfilled. 
all art 
re not 
re noi 
y bap⸗ 
called, 


Q. What was meant by the turning of | 

| water into wine at the marriage feaſt in 11 
Cana of Galilee ? | 

A. The new doctrine of the Goſpel, or 
the ſpirit of the law of Moſes, kept till the 

preſei glatter time of Chriſt's coming into the 


gethe world. ö g it 

| ; ant Q. Who were the ſervants, whom God 14 

to ent out to invite men to this feaſt ? . | 

at l A. The minifters and preachers of the _ | 
La word. | 


vile Q. How were they received by thoſe to 


right Wwhom they were ſent? _ 
and A, They 
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A. They were perſecuted and put to 
death, | 
Q. What makes men defpiſe the invi- 
tation which God ſends to them by his 
miniſters ? | 
A. Too much attention to this world; 
which becomes ſo important to thoſe who 
are engaged by it, that they make light of 
another, 
Q. Who were the people to whom the 
meſſengers of God were firſt ſent? 
A. The Jews. - 
Q. Which was their city ? 
A. Jeruſalem. 
Q. What armies were they, whom the 
King in his wrath ſent againſt them ? 
A. The armies of the Romans. 
Q. Why are the Jews called murderers? 
A. Becauſe they killed the prophets, 
and crucified Chriſt, and perſecuted his 
Apoſtles, 
Q. How was Jeruſalem deſtroyed ? 
A. It was burned with fire. 
Q. What is meant by the High ways, to 
which the ſervants of God were ſent ? 
A. The wide world of the Gentiles. 
Q.: Of what ſort are the gueſts who at- 
tend the feaſt ? 
A. People of all nations and of all cha- 
raters, both bad and good. = 
Q. Doth 
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Q. Doth the Church of God compre- 
hend bad people? 
RP A. The kingdom of heaven is as a net 
his caſt into the ſea; and the bad are not ſepa- 
rated from the good, till it is brought to 
rp ſhore at laſt, 2 
ho Q: When will the King come in to ſee 
"of his gueſts ? | 
| A, At the day of judgment, when all 
the they will be found out who are unworthy 
of a place in the Church: 
Q: What is the wedding garment ? 
A. A garment of white, to ſignify the 
purity neceſſary to the Chriſtian character. 
the Q. What excuſe will wicked men make 
for themſelves at laſt ? 
A. They will be condemned of their 


to 


nd conſciences, and have wt aa | to ſay. 
ts, Q: What is outer darkneſs 
his A. The place of torment, to which the 
light of the kingdom of heaven does not 
reach. 
Q. How can a perſon be called without 
to being choſen ? | 
A. He may be called to the feaſt, and + 
found unworthy at la 
at- Q. What is then the duty of all who 
are called into the Church of God? 
Ty A. To make their calling and election ſures 
oth x Tux 
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Tux TEXTS. 


Matth. xxii. 1. &c. or the Goſpel for the 
twentieth Sunday after Trinity. 


— 


X. Tux CHAPTER or Tur 
| PASSOVER. 


GCUCH as the children of Iſrael were in 
the houſe of bondage, ſuch am I in this 
world. They were employed to work in 
clay and mortar, under cruel taſkmaſters; 
and I am bound to the works of fin, which 
are baſe and miſerable, till J am redeemed 
from the power of Satan unto God. But 
from the tyranny of Pharaoh God was 
pleaſed to deliver his people by the hand of 
Moſes, when they had offered the Pall- 
over. | 
If the children of Tſrael had refuſed or 
neglected to ſacrifice the Paſſover, they 
would have died as the Egyptians did : and 
what elſe will become of me, unleſs J keep 
the feaſt of the true Paſſover Jeſus Chriſt; 
who is to me and to all Chriſtians what 
: that 


the 
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| that Lamb was to the people of God in 


Egypt. . ; 
Some of the ceremonies, with which the 


Paſſover was offered, are to teach me what 
Jeſus Chriſt was to be, and what he ſhould 
do for me; and others are to teach me, 
what I am to do for myſelf, and for him. 
The Paſſover was a Lamb; and he. is the 
Lamb of God which taketh away the fin 
of the world. Its blood was ſprinkled on 
the poſts of their doors; and his blood was 
ſprinkled on the wood of his croſs : it was 
without blemiſh, as he was without ſpot 
of ſin. A bone of it was not to be broken 
and therefore a bone of him was not broken 
at his death upon the croſs. Its blood 
turned away from the Hebrews the wrath 
which fell upon the Egyptians; and I alſo 
have redemption through his blood. 

As to myſelf, my duty is plain from the 
nature of the caſe; that, unleſs I celebrate 
the Paſſover, the wrath of God will abide 
upon me. Without eating and drinking, 
my body has no life; and my ſoul will 
have none, unleſs I eat ſpiritual meat, and 
drink ſpiritual drink. Except ye eat the fleſh 
of the Son of man, and drink his blood, ye have 
no life in you, ſaid the Paſſover himſelf 
(John vi. 53). In like manner as the He- 
brews kept this feaſt, ſo mult 1, They 

BEES kept 
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kept it with eating bitter herbs ; and I muſt 
keep it with wholeſome mortification and 
true repentance. They eat wnleaveny 
bread ; ſo muſt I put away the leaven of na- 
lice and wickedneſs and phariſaical hypocrih, 


and keep this feaſt with the unleavened bread 


of ſincerity and truth. If they had their et 
on their feet and their faves in their hands, 
as being ready to take their journey out of 
Egypt; ſo muſt I remember that this life 
is a journey, and that | am haſting to go 
out, and be delivered from -this land of 
bondage. 


Tun QUESTIONS. 


Q: What were the children of Iſrael 


commanded to do, that they might be ſaved 


From the deftruction which fell upon the 
Egyptians ? 


A. They were commanded to ſacrifice 


the Paſſover. 


Q. What would have happened to them 
if they had not done this ? 

A. They would have died as the Egyp- 
tians did. 
: Q W hat did they do with the blood of 
It „ 

A. They ſprinkled jt upon the door- 
poſts of their houſes, 

hag Q. Who 
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Q. Who is your Paſſover ? 

A. Jeſus Chriſt, the Lamb of God. 

Q. Where was his blood ſprinkled ? 

A. Upon the wood of his Croſs. 

Q. And what is the effect of it ? 

A. The wrath of God, which abideth 
upon this wicked world, is turned away 
from Chriſtians. | 

Q. Why was the Lamb to be perfect 
and without blemiſh? _ 

A. Becauſe Chriſt was to be without 
lin, f 

Q. Why were they ordered not to break 


2 bone of it? 


A. Becauſe the bones of Chriſt ſhould: 


not be broken on the Croſs, with thoſe of 
the two malefactors. ” 

Q. After they had offered the blood of 
the Paſſover, what did they do ? WA 

A. They did eat the fleſh of it. 

Q. And what are we to do? 

A. Chriſt our Paſſover being ſacrificed 
for us, we are to keep the feaſt. 

Q. How are we to keep it? 

A. We are to. keep it in truth, as the 
Hebrews kept it in figure. 
: Q With what ceremonies did they keep 
it * | 
A. With eating unleavened bread, and 

G bitter 
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bitter herbs; . and having their ſhoes on 
their feet, and their ſtaves in'their hands. 

Q. What are you taught by theſe 
things ? 

A. That I am to put away malice and 
wickedneſs, and mortify the deeds of the 
body, and celebrate the Lord's Supper in 
ſincerity and truth. 

Q. What elſe ? 

A. 1 am to remember, that life is a jour- 
ney, and that I am a pilgrim and a ſtranger, 
haſting to be delivered from this houle of 


bondage. ; 
Tus TEXTS. 


1 Cor. v. 7. Chrift our Paſſaver is ſacri- 
ficed for us, therefore let us keep the feof, 


Not with old leauen, nar with the leauen of 
- malice and wickedneſs, but with the unleavened 


bread of ſincerity and truth. 


Exod. xii, 3—30. 
John xix, 36. Theſe things were dent, 


that the Scripture ſhould be 3 4 bone 
of him ſhall not be broken. 


3& Bo 
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oy 


XI. Tux CHAPTER or Tat VINE- 
| YARD. 


T HE prophet Jſaiab deſcribes the favour 
of God to his Church, and his judg- 
ment upon its diſobedience, under the pa- 
rable of a Vineyard, well planted and cul- 
tivated, but bringing forth, ſaur grapes, 
and therefore given up to be devoured and 

trodden down by evil beaſts. | 
The fruitful: hill, on which this vine- 
yard was planted, is the Hill of Sion, to 
which all the bleſſings of eternal life were 
promiſed, As a vineyard is fenced ; fo was 
the Church of God ſeparated from the 
Gentiles; who were caſt out of Canaan to 
make way for the people of God, as the 
ſtones are caſt out of the ground where a vine 
is to be planted. The choice vine ſigni- 
fies the children of Abraham, of the moſt 
godly ſtock, brought out of Egypt and ſet- 
tled in Canaan. The tower of the Vine- 
yard is the Church; the wine-preſs is made 
to receive the fruits of good works : but as 
wild and four grapes are not accepted by 
the huſbandman to make wine of; ſo evil 
G 2 | works 
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works are hateful to God, and occaſion the 
deſtruction of his Church. When Jexuſa- 
lem had ſinned, the fence of the Vineyard 
was taken away, and the heathens were let 
in upon it. The firſt temple was deſtroyed, 
and the Jews were carried captive to Baby- 
jon; as the ſecond temple was afterwards 
deſtroyed by the Romans: and Jerufalem 
is trodden down of the Gentiles to this 
day. Briars and thorns now grow in the 
Vineyard of God ; a wild and unprofitable 
generation of unbelievers have poſſeſſion of 
the country. As the ſhowers of heaven 
fall to no purpoſe on a barren land; ſo God 
withholds his grace from a wicked people. 
Every Chriſtian Church muſt expect to 
be viſited as Jeruſalem was, when it is no 
longer worthy of the grace of God; and 
I muſt expect that he will deal with me, 
and with every one of his children ſingly, as 
with the Church at large; for his ways 
are juſt and equal to all, If I am fruitful 
as a good vine, I ſhall continue to be a 
branch in Jeſus Chriſt ; and being planted 
on earth, I ſhall flouriſh in the courts of 
heaven : but if I bring forth wild grapes, 
till I can no longer be reformed by pruning 
and wholeſome correction, I ſhall be given 
up to the enemies of my ſalvation : I ſhall 
be rooted up, and caſt forth as a * 
A 6 | or 
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for nothing but the fire. Every man's ſal- 
vation is from God; but every man's de- 


ſtruction is from himſelf. What could 
be done more for a Ka amy than hath been 
done for me? Therefore if I ſhould be 


judged of God, his judgment will be juſt; 


and all men, even I myſelf, muſt confeſs it 
ſo to be at laſt. 


Tus QUES TIONS, 


Q. What is the vineyard in the parable 
of Ifaiah ? 

A. The Church of Jeruſalem. 

Q. What is the fruitful hill ? 


A. Mount Sion, on which the Church 


was built. 

. What is the fencing of the vine» 
ard 
/ A. The- eden it from the heathen 
nations. 

Q. Who were the ſtones that were caſt 
out of it? | 

A. The heathen Canaanites. 

Q. Why are they called ſtones ? 

A. , Becauſe people out of God's Church 
are hard, and incapable of bringing forth 
any fruit, 

Q. What was the choice vine ? 

A. The ſtock of Abraham. 

03 OO Wha 
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Q. What was the tower ? 
A. The temple. [UK 


Q. What is the uſe of a wine-preſs? 
A. To receive the fruits of the vineyard, 
Q. What are theſe fruits ? | 
A. Good works. 
What are ild grapes? 
A. Evil works; the fruits of man's na- 
ture without grace. 
Q: What is meant by taking away the * 
hedge? 
A. Letting in heathen enemies to devour. | 
it, | 
Q. What doth Chriſt ſay of Jeruſalem? 4 
A. That it ſhould be trodden down of the 
| the Gentiles. f 
Q. How doth God prune a vine in a 
ſpiritual ſenſe ? 
A. By correction and wholeſome pu- 
niſhment for fin. | | * 
Q. Who are briars and thorns ? | 
A. Evil men; whether diſobedient Jews, 
or unbelieving Gentiles. | . 
Q. What is meant by commanding the B 
clouds that there ſhould be no rain ? 
A. Withdrawing the bleſſings of divine the 


grace. tha 

Q. What is every Chriſtian to expect we 

Who is unfruitful? „ un 
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A. That God will judge him, as he 
judged the Church of Jeruſalem. . 


l | Tux TEXTS. 


Iſaiah v, 17, Pſalm Ixxx, 8-16, | F 
Matth. xxi. 33—41. _ 
3 John xv. 5. LT am the vine, ye are the 28 
branches; he that abideth in me, and I in Þ 
8 him, the ſame bringeth forth much fruit : for 5 
without me ye can do nothing. 1 | | 
* 6. If a man abide not in me, he is caſt 1 IF 
{ forth as a branch, and is withered : and men | mn 
"1 gather them, and caſt them into the fire, and 8 
of they are burned, x 9 ö | a 
a AY 
Us 
XII. Tus CHAPTER or THE PRO- 
's, DIGAL SON. 
he BY two brethren of oppoſite characters, 
two parties of people are fignified ; 
ne the one good, the other evil. In Cain, 
that wicked wretch who flew his brother, 
& we have a pattern of the whole world of 
unbelievers; in Abel, of the whole army of 
lat perſecuted ſaints and martyrs, from the 
Creation 
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creation to the day of judgment. When 
Rebekah was about to bring forth twins, 
the Lord ſaid unto her, Two nation: are in 
thy womb, and two manner of people ſhall be 


ſeparated from thy bowels. The fame is in- 


tended in the parable of the Prodigal Son, 
Here are ttuo manner of people, the Jews and 
the Gentiles, repreſented to us under the 
perſons of two. brethren, the elder, and 
the younger : and their characters are ſuit- 
able in every reſpect. The Jew is at home, 
and lives in the houſe »f his father, that 
is, in the Church of God : the Gentile, 
who was alſo in it from the beginning, 
departs from the true worſhip, and goes 
afar off into idolatry. The parable ſhews 
us, firſt, what became of him; and ſe- 
condly, how the Jew behaved upon his 
brother's repentance and converſion. When 


the Gentile left the Church of God, he 


carried off the ſubſtance of what he had 
there been taught; but it was ſoon waſted, 
and a famine ſucceeded; ſuch as the mind 
ſuffers, when it has not the word of God to 
live upon. Thus falling into riot and de- 
bauchery, ſuch as was practiſed by the 
Heathens, even in their religion, the pro- 
digal becomes fit company for ſwine, and 
is diſpoſed to feed as thoſe filthy. creatures 
do. His miſery brought him to dingy: 


THE BOOK OF NATURE, 69 


od he reſolved to refurn to the houſe of 


his father; wherein the loweſt and the 
meaneſt were better provided for than he. 
The father remembers no more what he 
had been, but receives him with tenderneſs 
and affection ; puts on him the bel robe 
gives him the clothing of „ 


puts @ ring on his hand, to ſignify that he 


is again adopted for a ſon—and his feet, 
which were bare, are ed with the Pay 
ration of the Goſpel of peace. The fatte 

calf, Kd ral 2 145 de and 
in which all other ſacrifices were fulfilled, 
is killed for him; and he partakes of the 
feaſt with mirth, and Huſic, and dancing, 
that is, with all the pleaſures of devotion, 
which are no where to be found but in the 
houſe of our Father. He is now raiſed 
from the death of fin unto the life of righte- 


ouſneſs: he was dead, and is alive again—he 


was /o/?, as à poor ſtraying ftarved ſheep, 
but is now found, and received into the 
fold, HOG Sl £5 FCS 

The proud ſelfiſh Jew, ſeeing the con- 
verſion and reception of the Gentiles, is 
filled with envy inſtead of charity. Thy 


brother is come, ſaid the ſervants: but that 


which gives pleaſure to the angels of hea- 
ven, the converſion of a ſinner, gives no 


pleaſure to an envious mind, When God, 
of 
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of his infinite mercy, granted to the Gen- 
tiles repentance unto life, the Jews were fo 
angry, that they determined never to come 
under the ſame roof with them ; and they 
- bold their wicked reſolution to this day, 
They juſtified themſelves, and pleaded that 
they a never tranſgreſſed; and that, in 
return for it, God had uſed them hardly, 
and diſappointed them; though in fat they 
had all along enjoyed the privileges of the 
Church, and had ſtill the firſt claim to all 
its promiſes, if they would accept of them, 
Ever ſince the time when they refuſed to 
come into the houſe of their Father, t 
have been wandering about the geld of this 
world. There they are to this day; and 
ere we ſuppoſe they will remain; till the 
. Gentile ſhall once more turn prodigels and 
his time alſo ſhall be fulfilled, | 


Tus QUESTIONS. 


| Q. What does the Scripture ſignify by 
| two brethren ? 


A. Two manner of people. 
„Who are the two brethren in the 
parable of. the Prodigal Son ?, 
A. The Jew and the Gentile. 
Q. What became of the Gentile 1 | I 


ho 


he 


ge 
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A. He turned prodigal, and left the 
houſe of his father. 

Q. Whither did he go? 

A, Afar off, into the country of ido- 
latry. 

Q. And how did he live there ? 

A. In ſpiritual fornication with idols, 
and in all manner of wickedneſs. 

Q. What is meant by the famine which 
came upon him? 

A. The emptineſs of the mind, which 
has loſt the word of God: for man liveth 
2 by bread alone, but by the word of the 

ord, 

Q. What is it to feed ſwine ?. 


A. To fatisfy our own ſinful luſts: and 


he who doth that, is all the while empty 
himſelf, and periſhing with hunger, de- 
cauſe the mind is unſatisfted. 
2 Why is it faid, that he came to * 
elf? 
7 . Becauſe he who lives in the pleaſures 
of ſin is like a man out of his mind, and 
ſo continues, till his ſufferings bring him 
to his ſenſes, | 
Q. How does his father receive him? 
A. As God receives all penitential ſin» 
ners, who ſee their own miſery, and con- 
feſs their ſins. 
Q. What is the beſt robe ? 
: A. The 
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A. The clothing of righteouſneſs, 


Q. Why does the father order a ring 


to be put on him? 

A. To ſignify that he is reſtored to ho- 
nour and authority, as a ſon in his father's 
houſe. 

Q. What is aneant by the ſhoes upon 
his feet ? 

A. The preparation of the Goſpel of 
peace, without which we are not prepared 


for the journey of life. 
Q: What is ſignified, by the fatted calf? 


A. The feaſt of the Altar, or the Chril- | 


tian ſacrifice, 

Q. How did the Jews behave, on the 
Res of Gentile converts to the Gol- 
pel Fen 

A, They \ were beyond meaſure offended 
at it, as the elder brother in the Paradis. 

Q. How do they argue? 

A. They juſtify themſelves, and accuſe 
the . Gentiles, and are angry with God 
himſelf, as if he had uſed them ill. 

Q. What is meant by their refuſing to 
come into the houſe ? 

A. Their putting from them the word 
of life, and refuſing to be made members 
of the Church of Chriſt. 

Q. And where are they now?: 
| | A, * 
5 P 2 
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A. They are ſtill without the Church 
of God, wandering about the field of this 


world. 
Q. What is the change made in a peni- 


tent ſinner, when God hath received him? 


A. He is paſſed from death unto life, and 
reſtored as a ſtraying 4% ſheep to the fold. 

Q. What then is a man in the ſtate of 
ſin and impenitence ? 


A. He is 4% and dead. 
Tur TEXT: 


See Luke xv. 11, &c. 


XIII. Tus CHAPTER or Tas GOOD 
| SAMARITAN, 


MAN is never found more worthleſs 
than when he boaſts of his own dig- 
nity; nor more fooliſh, than when he is 
roud of his own wiſdom, While he ſaith, 
am rich and have need of nothing, God 
tells him, that he is poor and miſerable, 
and blind and naked. How different are 
the ſentiments of God and Man, when man 
himſelf 
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himſelf is the ſubject! ! So low and wretched 
is the condition of man by his natural birtn 
in fin, that ſometimes he is ſaid to be f- 
with it, ſometimes: to be dead in it, ſome- 
times to be poſſeſſed by it, like a man who 


is raving with an evil ſpirit, 


No words can be too ſtrong to paint the 
miſery of man in this world of fin and ſor- 
row, and the danger to which he is expoſed 
of periſhing here and hereafter. No lan- 
guage can be too exalted to deſcribe the 
goodneſs and mercy which from the hea- 
ven above hath looked down upon our loſt 
condition, and brought us to a ſtate” of 
health and ſafety under the terms of the 
Goſpel. Nothing can be plainer than the 
duty ariſing from theſe-eon{iderations. If 
God hath ſo ſaved us, we ought alſo to 
ſave one another if we can. He who is 
thus wonderfully delivered, muſt have nei- 
ther ſenſe nor godlineſs, unleſs he is diſ- 


poſed to acts of kindneſs toward his ſuffer- 


ing neighbour in all his wants and afflio- 
tions. When Jeſus Chriſt had repreſented 
this caſe to one who conſulted him; Go, 
ſaid, he, and da thou likewiſe. 

Such is the doctrine, and ſuch the duty 
ſet before us in the parable of the Samaritan. 
There we learn that man was once in Je- 
rale, the oy city, and went 7055 

rom 
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from thence to Jericho, a city under a curſe 
from God for the ſin of its inhabitants: 
that, in the way from the one to the other, 
he fell into the hands of the deſtroyer; 
who, like a robber on the road, {ſtripped 
him of his ratment of innocence and righte- 
cuſneſs, and wounded him, ſo as to leave 
him half dead; dead in the /prrit, his better 
part. We learn farther, that when the 
Priiſt and the Levite (all the religious mi- 
niſtrations of man) ſee him lying in this 
condition, they mult paſs by and ſeave him 
as they find him: for the blood of bulls 
and of goats, which they offer, cannot take 
away fin. But when the Prieft and the Le- 


vite are gone by, then, that which 5 8 


could not do, is done dy him who comet 

after the law, and is the end of it for righte- 
ouſneſs: who, while upon this work of 
ſaving mankind, was reviled as a Samaritan, 
and hated as an alien: yet in that Sama» 
ritan ſo hated and reviled, we fee and ac- 
knowledge the Saviour of the world, He 
finds the poor wounded traveller, lying 
helpleſs upon this earth, and has compaſſion 
on him. He pours oil and wine into his 
wounds; the oil of the holy ſpirit which 
healeth our infirmities, and the blood of 
redemption which cleanferh us from all fin. 
Then he raiſes him up, {ts him on his own 
e beall: 
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beaſt (humbles himſelf, that man may. be 
exalted), and removes him to a place of re- 
ception, even to his Church, which, like 
an Inn, admits all that are brought into it. 
There the He, who is the miniſter of God, 
is under a charge to take care of him, and 
is ſupplied with every thing neceſſary to 
reſtore him and complete the cure. When 
our Samaritan ſhall come again this way, as 
he hath promiſed to do, then, at his ſecond 
coming, he will reckon with the hoſt, and 
repay him, and every man, according to his 
works. | 2 
O Lord, if Jam this man, ſo fallen, and 
ſo raiſed up, grant that I may know myſelf 
and thee; my own miſery, and thy good- 
neſs, . Let not any falſe doctrines of human 
pride keep me ignorant of myſelf, nor any 
pleaſures of the world tempt me to neglect 
ſo great a ſalvation ; that having received 
the bleſſings of thy viſitation, and followed 
thy example in doing good according to my 
ability, I may be rewarded by thy mercy 
out of thy heavenly treaſures, for ! believe 
that thou ſhalt come again, according to thy 
promiſe, to repay me and every man for 
what we ſhall have done, in all thoſe things, 
and toward al! thoſe perſons, which thou 
haſt committed to our charge. Amen, 
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| Tag QUESTIONS. 


Q What do we learn from the parable 


of the good Samaritan ?: 
A. The fall of man, and his ſalvation, 


and our own. duty. 


Q. How is his fall ſignified ? ? 

Ar Oi a going down from 7eruſalem to 

eric ho 

Q. What is Jeruſalem ! ; 

A. The holy city, or life of paradiſe, 

Q. What is Jericho? 

A. A city under a curſe, like this world 
of ſin. 

Q. What is it to go down from Jeruſa- 
lem to Jericho. 


world. 


Q, What happens to man in the way | 


from one to the other? 

A. He falls among thieves. 

Q. Who are they? 

A. The Devil, and all evil ſpirits, 

Q.: What do they do to him? 

A. They {trip him of his raiment. 

What happened to Adam, 18 he 

fell mite 1 

A. He found himſelf naked. 

Q. What did they do beſides ? 


A. To depart from paradiſe into this 
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A. They wounded him, 

Q.: With what? 

A. With ſin, which is the a of 
death. 

2 Why are 9 ſaid to have left him 
half dead? 

A. Becauſe man, when he fell into fin, 
did not then die in body, but in ſpirit, in 


the better half of him. 


Q. Who are the Prieſt and Levite that 
ſee him, and paſs by? 

A. The miniſters of the law, who were 
to paſs away, becauſe their ſacrifices could 
not take away ſin. 

. Who comes after them, to do what 
the Jaw could not? 

A. Jeſus Chriſt, the Saviour of fallen 
man, 

Q. Why does he call himſelf a Sama- 


Titan? 


A. Becauſe he was hated by the Jews as 
the Samaritans were; and they reviled him 
under the name of a Samaritan; ; (probably, 
after the delivery of this parable), 

Q. What doth this Samaritan do? 

A. He hath compaſſion on him, and 
goes to ſave him. 

Q. What does he T. when he binds 
up his wounds ? | 

A. Oil 


rit 
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A. Oil and wine; the ſpirit of life, and 
the blood of redemption. 


Q. What is oil remarkable for? 
A. It cures the bite of a ſerpent. 


Q. What is the Inn to; which the 


wounded man is carried? 

A. The Church. 

Q.: Who is the Hoff of it? 

A. The Miniſter. 

Q. What charge is given to him? 

A. To take care of thoſe who are com- 
mitted to him. | 

Q. And what is he to expect ? 

A. That he who calls himſelf the Sama- 
titan, will come again to repay him. 

. duty are you to learn from this 
ſtory! 

x. To go and do likewiſe ; that is, to 
ſhew mercy to others, as Jeſus Chriſt 
hath ſhewed mercy to me. 


THE T E X 1 


Luke X, V. 25—38, 
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XIV. Tun CHAPTER or uE PA- 


TRIARCH JOSEPH. 


N EXT to the hiſtory. of our bleſſed 
Sayiour himſelf, the ſtory of Foſeph 
in the book of Geneſis is moſt wonderful 
and affecting. When we read, bow wiſe 


and innocent he was, how. his father loved 


him, how his brethren perſecuted him, we 
cannot help pitying and loving him. Even 
the diſtreſs of his wicked brethren is attend- 
ed with ſuch remorſe and' perplexity, that 


we pity them alſo. But when Judah pleads 


for Benjamin, and Joſeph difcovers him- 


ſelf, the ſcene is ſo affecting that we cannot 
refrain from tears. In the three greateſt” 


lines of his character and hiſtory, he was 
a moſt exact figure of our bleſſed Saviour. 
He was innocent; he was per ſecuted; he was 
exalted : and the life of every ſervant” of 


God is, and will be, more or leſs, after 


the ſame pattern. 


When St. Stephen pleaded before thep 


Jews, he pointed this ſtory of Joſeph 


their 0 


Wir ova wie ſuch words, that they ſaw 


wickedneſs in that of Joſeph's 
prethren, 
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brethren, and fell into a rage; gnaſhing 
upon him with their teeth for bringing 
their wickedneſs home to them in ſuch 
plain terms. For ſuch as Joſeph had been, 
ſuch was Jeſus Chriſt, whom they had 
lately crucified : they had done unto him 
as their forefathers had done to the Pa- 
triarch Joſeph ; whoſe character, in every 
part of it, bears the ſtrongeſt teſtimony to 
the hiſtory of Jeſus Chriſt : ſo ſtrong, that 


the Jews, who heard it, were not able to 


bear it, For, faith St. Stephen, the Pa- 
triarchs (his own brethren), moved with envy 
(as the High Prieſts were afterwards), ſeld 
Joſeph (as Judas ſold our Saviour) into 
Egypt; (delivering him to the Gentiles to 
be evil entreated and puniſhed as a male- 
factor and a ſlave.) The Patriarch Judab 
was the ſeller of Joſeph; and his nameſake, 
Judas, ſold Jeſus Chriſt, We ſee Joſeph 


in a priſon between two malefactors, and 


promiſing life to one of them, as Chriſt did 
to one of thoſe who ſuffered with him. We 
ſee him again, caſt into a pit ; there to be, 


dead and forgotten; but brought alive out 


of it. His coat was dipped in blood; as 
Chriſt wore-a purple robe, and appeared 
(as the prophet had foretold) in died gar- 
ments, {tained with the blood of his ſuffer- 
ings, 
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In Joſeph's exaltation, his brethren, who 
had perſecuted him, fell down before him 
to the ground; and ſo to Jeſus Chriſt, 
ence'mocked and perſecuted by his brethren, 

every knee ſhall bow. Joſeph was made a 
Saviour to his father and all his houſe, and 
fed them with bread according to their fa- 
milies, in a time of famine; as Jeſus Chrift 
is the true bread to ſew and Gentile, to 
whom alt the tribes of the earth muſt come 
to be nouriſhed unto life eternal. 

The character of Joſeph preaches to me 


I the ſame leſſon of patience and perſeve- NE 
8 rance, as the example of Jeſus Chriſt doth, the 
5 It tells me, that if I pleaſe my heavenly 4 5 

Father, and am beloved of him, I muſt ex- 4 


pect to be hated and envied by my brethren: of th 
that, if I would be ted, I muſt be baſed: 


that, if T keep myſelf pure, I ſhall be deli- 3 
vered from thoſe who accuſe me falſely: _ 
and that, if God is with me in my afflictions, 1 
I may not only ſive myſelf, but be made Q 
an ' inſtrument of ſalvation to others; as MN 
well ſtrangers as thoſe of my own family be 
and houſcholg: RESO 8 
7 QUESTIONS. 2 
. 
| Q. What think you of the hiſtory of * 
Joſeph ? 


i} A. There 


Tc 


VI 
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A. There is no finer ſtory. 

Q. Which are the moſt affecting parts 
of it? 7 9 

A. The return of his brethren in ſilence 
to the city as bondmen, when the cup is 
found upon Benjamin; and the ſpeech of 


Judah which moves Joſeph to diſcover 


himſelf. „ 

Q. What do the brethren of Joſeph im- 
pute their diſtreſs to? _ 

A. To their iniquity in felling their 
brother, | 

Q. Who is it that convicts the Jews of 
their wickedneſs againſt Jeſus Chriſt, from 
the hif ory of Joſeph's ſufferings and exal= 
tation? 90 Gee ET bd 

A, St, Stephen, in the ſeventh Chapter 
of the * 1 De. bo bf Jol * N 

In what particulars was Joſeph a 

A... of Jeſus Chriſt? _, 2 * 

A. In being pure and innocent, and be- 
loved of his Father. | 

Q. In what other :5 4-1 in forays} 

A. In being perſecuted and ſold, by his 
brethren, and ſuffering. under a falſe; accu- 
ation with two malefactors. 

Q. In what others? \M. 

A. In many others. He was exalted 
among heathens, and became a Saviour to 


them and to his own family. 
N Q. Do 
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Q.: Do you find any thing of Chriſt's 
death and reſurrection here: 

A. I ſee Joſeph's coat dipped in blood, 
as if one that had died a cruel death: I ſe h 
dim caſt into a pit, and there given up to * 
death; but lifted up again out of it. 

What muſt this mean ? 

A: The ſame as when Jonah was ſwal- 

lowed up, and caft out again alive from 


-. 


the whale's belly. b 
Q. Is there any fign here that the Jon 

will be converted at laſt? e1 
A. It ſeems from this hiſtory, as if they u 

would ſee and confeſs their guiltineſs, as A 


the brethren of Joſeph did, when the hand 
of the Lord had tried them. 
Q.: What other circumftances ſpeak the fa 
ſame thing? w 
A. St. Stephen obſerves, that Joſeph at an 
the ſecond time of their meeting became 
known to his brethren. 
Q. What leſſon may you learn from the 
example of Joſeph ? | 
A. That, if I am loved of God, I ſhall 
be envied by my brethren. | 
Q. But if you keep yourſelf pure and 


innocent, what may you expect? T 
A. I may hope to be delivered under 
every falſe accuſation, ey 


Q. What ſec 


e 
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Q. What do you learn more? 

A. I learn to forgive, and to do good 
to thoſe who injure me, as Joſeph received 
his brethren, and never upbraided them 
wich their wickedneſs. 


Tuz TEXTS. 


John i. x1. He came to his own, and 
his own received him not. | 

Acts vii. 9. The Patriarchs, moved with 
envy, fold Foſeph into Egypt : but God was 
with bim, and delivered bim out of all bis af- 


flictions. 


51. As yeur fathers did, ſo do ye. 
52. Which of the prophets have not your 


fathers perſecuted ® And they have flain them 


which ſhewed before of the coming of the juſt 
Me. ; 


Li 


9 


XV. Tux CHAPTER or MOSES. 


DP not Moſes himſelf forewarn the 
people, that the Lord would raiſeſ u 
4 prophet like unto him? Therefore, when 
ſee what Moſes m_ I may thence —_ 
What 
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what Chriſt was to be. So the Apoſtle 
St. Paul tells us, that Moſes, as the ſer- 
vant of God, was a faithful miniſter in his 
houſe, for a te/{:mony of thoſe things wiiich 
were to be ſpoken afterwards (Heb. iii. 5), 
So that, if we look to the miniſtry of Moſes, 
we ſhall find it bearing witneſs to the miniſtry 
of Chriſt; and thence we ſhall draw the 
concluſion, that as Moſes was ſent to de- 
liver the Hebrews, ſo Jeſus Chriſt came 
to redeem all mankind, The biſtory of 
Moſes was ſet- before the Jews by- St. Ste- 
phen in ſuch words, that they could not 
avoid making the compariſon, and drawing 
the conſequence for themſelves. His hiſ- 
tory comprehends the particulars, 1ſt, of 
his birth; 2d, his character as God's mi- 


niſter; za, his great wor# in delivering 


the people; and 4th, the reception he met 
with from his brethren. 

When Moſes was born, there was an 
order from a cruel King to Kill all the male 
children; but Moſes was miraculoufly pre- 
ſerved.. At the birth of Chriſt, Herod flew 
the infants in Bethlehem; but he was 
ſaved in Egypt, where Moſes had been 
ſaved before. As the miniſter of God he 
was mighty in words and deeds, which is 
the very character given of Jeſus of Naza- 
reth by the two diſciples who were walking 
to 
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to Emmaus, Moſes received his authority 
when God appeared to him, and ſpske to 
him, from a flame of fire in a buſh; and 
Chriſt received his honour, when the voice 


came to him from the excellent Glery (2 Pet. 


i. 17). Moſes aſcended up into the Holy 
Mount of God, and received the divine 
law, which he gave to the people; as 
Chriſt aſcended, and gave the word of his 
Goſpel to be preached by his Apoſtles, and 
received by all the people of the world. 
Moſes ſhewed his power in flaying an 
Egyptian, as a ſign to the people, that 
God would deliver them from their ene- 
mies by his hand; as Chriſt ſhewed his 
power over Satan, the enemy of mankind, 
to convince the people that he was ſent to 
be the Saviour of the world. And accord- 
ingly as Moſes delivered the people, and 
brought them out of Egypt, ſo hath. Jeſus 
Chriſt delivered us from the power of Satan, 
and brought us out from this wicked world. 
But, what is the moſt wonderful of all, and 
with which St. Stephen confounds the 
Jews; this great Moſes, this mighty 


worker of miracles, this deliverer of his 


people from the greateſt miſery and fervi- 
tude that ever were upon earth, how was 
he received ? how was he treated ? He was 
thruſt away _—_ by his * f 
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So was Chriſt rejected by the Jews. There- 
fore as Moſes, though refuſed and thruſt 
away, was ſent from God to be @ ruler and 
deliverer ; ſo was Jeſus.,Chrift, though 
hated and fet at nought by his brethren, 
and reſiſted in his mighty works, and con- 
demned and erucified; yet was this ſame 
Jeſus Chriſt ſent to be the true Meſſiah, 
If he had not been perſecuted and refuſed, 
he would not have been a prophet lite unto 
Moſes; if he had not been ſold by his bre- 
thren, he would not have been, as Joſeph 
was, the ſaviour of his family, and of the 
Gentile world, All theſe things conſi- 
dered, I am to remember, firſt, that I am 
the diſciple of a deſpiſed and perſecuted 
Maſter, and muſt bear in this world, as 
Moſes did, the reproach of Chr it; and count 
it of more value than the favour of a court, 
or the wealth of the whole world, If I 
do good, I muſt be content to be ſpoken 
of as an evil doer; if I would be glorified 
with him hereafter, I muſt /ufer with him 
here, 

Secondly, I muſt not regard the humour 
of the world, nor follow a multitude to do 
evil: when Moſes was abſent with God 
in the mount, the people below forgot him, 
and made a calf and offered ſacrifice to the 
idol, and rejoiced in the work of their own 

| hands ; 
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hands: ſo is Jeſus Chriſt forgotten by his 


people ſince his departure into beaven ; and 
they fit down to eat and drink, and riſe up 
to play; not conſidering that as Moſes 
came down unlooked for, and executed 
judgment on the offenders, ſo will Chriſt 
return at an hour when they are not aware, 
to judge thoſe who have forgotten him, and 
take vengeance on their impiety and diſo- 
bedience., ; 


THe QUESTIONS. . 


Q. Who was it that argued for the truth 
of Chriſtianity againſt the Jews, from the 
hiſtory of their lawgiver Moſes ? 

A. St. Stephen, in the 7th Chapter of 
the Acts. 

Q. What did Moſes himſelf ſay ? 

A. That the Lord ſhould raiſe up a pro- 
phet ke unto him. 

Q. In what reſpets was Moſes like to 
Chriſt ? ; 

A. Firſt in his birth; at the time of 


= which there was a maſſacre of i:ifants; and 

do he was ſaved in Egypt, where Chriſt was 

od ſaved from the power of Herod, 

4s Q. What was the character of Moſes? 
2 A, He wasa prophet mighty in words and 

a7 * deeds; 
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deeds; which is the character of our 
Saviour. 


Q. What great work was Moſes font 


upon? 

A. To deliver the people out of Egypt; 
as Chriſt came to ſave us out of this ſinful 
world. | 

Q. How was Moſes received by. the 
people ? a 

A. When he came to deliver them, they 
quarrelled with him, and diſputed his au- 
thority. | 

Q. Woas that any. arzument againſt 
Motes ? 

A. None at all; for although they re- 
fuſed him, yet did God truly ſend him, 
to be their Saviour from the miſeries of 


What argument doth St. Stephen 
draw from bence? 
A. That if Chriſt was the true Saviour 


of the world, and like unto Moſes, it was 


neceſſary he ſhould be rejected, and thruſt 
away by his own people, 

Q. How were the Jews, who had cruci- 
fied Chriſt, affected by this argument? 

A. It was ſo ſtrong, they could not bear 
the force of it; but gnaſbed at St. Stephen 
with their teeth, to ſignify how ready they 
were to devour him, 
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Q. Does St. Stephen carry his argument 
beyond Joſeph and Moſes ? 

A. Yes: he tells them their fathers had 
perſecuted all thoſe prophets, thoſe juſt 
men, who foreſhewed the coming of the 
juſt one Jeſus Chriſt, 


Tux IEX ES 
Acts, chap. vil. v. 19 to 40. 


XVI. Tue CHAPTER or THE 
BODY or MAN. 


A® the body of man is made up of dif- 
ferent members and limbs, all in- 
tended for their ſeveral uſes, and ſome of 
them in higher, ſome in lower ſtations ; ſo 
in like manner ate different men formed to- 
gether into one body, in what we call ſo- 
ciety : wherein men are as neceflary to one 
another, as the different limbs are neceſſary 
to the body. In a kingdom the king is 
the head, giving life, ſtrength, and direc- 
tion to the whole body; and a people with- 
out a king are like a body without a head, 
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As the eyes guide the feet, ſo do the wiſe - 


and Jearned dire& the ſimple; The buſi- 
neſs of the hands is to work; and in a 
community many are born to labour, and 
without them a city cannot be inhabited, 
As the feet go about for the ſervice of the 


body, ſo muſt the lower fort be meſſengers. 


and attendants to their ſuperiors. As he 
ſtomach receives that food and nouriſhment 


which gives ſtrength to the limbs; fo muſt 
every government receive tribute, that it 


may be able to maintain its power, for the 
execution of the laws and the defence of 


the people. 


In an army,' which 1s another ſort of 


body, there is one who is in the place of 


the king, and acts as a head to all the reſt, 
He uſes his ſpies, as the head uſes the ſight, 
that he may ſeg what is neceſſary to be 
done. Some art oMficers and counſellors; 
others are officers, and not Cons 1 
and the common ſoldiers are to come and 


2 and do as they are commanded, A 


ody of ſoldiers is called a r-giment, from 
their being diſpoſed in exact order, and 
under firict authority; for where there is 


no order, there is no ſtrength; and where 
there is no obedience, nothing can be done. 


When the body 1 is upright, it can exerciſe 


its: 


ts“ 
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its power; but when turned upſide down, 
it becomes weak and uſeleſs. | 
God is the God of order; and he hath 
appointed it to prevail every where for our 
good. Even in the world at large, the 
lights of heaven bear rule, and the earth 
and the ſea know their place. But moſt 
of all is order to be obſerved in the Chriſ- 
tian ſociety; and every thing elſe is but as 
a leſion to teach us that which is the beſt 
of all. As the body, ſaith the Apoſtle, is 
one, and hath many members, and all the 
members of that one body, being many, are one 
body; fo alſo is Chrift; that is, the body of 
Ghri/!, which is the Church. For here the 
head is Chriſt himſelf; and under him, all 
the members, fitly placed, miniſter to each 
other, and to the good of the whole body. 
Some are Apoſtles, ſome teachers; ſome 
are as eyes to ſee for thę reſt; ſome as 
tongues, to ſpeak and interpret ; ſome as 
hands adminiſtering to the neceſſities of 
others; ſome as ears to receive what others 
teach ; ſome to govern and order things; 
others to be under direction in a lower 
ſtation, as the feet in a natural body. But 
all theſe are to conſider, that, whatever their 
place may be, they have but one common 
intereſt, and are all animated by the ſame 
life, In the natural body there is no ſchiſm, 
| no 
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no diviſion, no diſputing of one part againſt 


another; all the members ſuffer together, 
and all rejoice together; and fo it ought 
to be in the body ſpiritual for to divide 
the body is to divide Chriſt, if that could 
be done. It is a good thing to have an 
higher place, and to be of more eminent 
uſe in this body; and it is an honour much 
to be coveted : but the moſt excellent way 
of all, and that in which every member hath 
its ſhare, is to preſerve the unity of the 
body, by a principle of love and charity, 
which is the firſt of all virtues, and ſhall 
outlaſt all other gifts; for it ſhall ſurvive 
after death, and conſtitute the chief hap- 
pineſs of heaven. The Apoſtle St, Paul 
is no where ſo urgent as when he preſſes 
upon all Chriſtians this great and neccliary 
duty of charity. 


Tur QUESTIONS. 


Q. What doth a body mean, when it is 
applied to a ſociety :? | 

A. It nieans a company of people, diſ- 
poſed into an orderly form, as the mem bers 
are in the body. of man. 

Q.: What doth this compariſon 5 
teach us? 


2329 


ſee 
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A. The uſe and duty of ſubordination.) | 
. What is ſubordination ? | 

A. The placing of ſome perſons in of- 
fices and ſtations under others. ; 

Q. Who is the head of ſuch a body? 

A. The king, ruler, or leader, 

2 Who are the eyes? : 

. The wiſer fort, whoſe duty it is to 
ſee Sal learn for the benefit of the reſt, 

Q W hat was a prophet ener called ? 

A ſcer. 
. Who are the feet? 

A. The lower ſort of people, who at- 
tend upon the higher. 

Are ſome better than others on this 
account? 

A. All are neceſſary to one another, and 
are therefore all to be honoured in their 
ſtations. 

Q. Who is the author of arder ? 

A. God, 

Q. How do you ſee this ? 

A. | ſee the ſenſes and powers which are 
intended to direct us, placed in the head, 
tne uppermoſt part in the body. 

Q. Where do you ſee it again ? 

A. In the order of the world, where the 
ſun and moon, that rule over the day and 
night, are placed above, and the earth and 


ſes below, d. K 
How 
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Q. How doth St. Paul, apply this ſimi. | 
litude of a body ? | 

- A. To the church of Chrift, and the 
order of the perſons who belong to it. 

Q. Who is the head of the Church ? 

A. Jeſus Chriſt; who is alſo the head 
of all the kingdoms of the world, King e 
Kings and Lord of Lords, 

Q. What is the life of that body which 
we call the Ohurch ? 

A. The ſpirit of God: and as one life 
animates all the limbs of the ſame body, 
fo ene ſpirit quickeneth all the members of 
the Church. 

Q. What is the great duty we are to 
learn from this conſideration ? 

A. That of Chriſtian unity: for as the 
members of the ſame body all feel for one 
another, and all ſuffer or rejoice together, 
ſo ſhould all Chriſtians. 

Q. What fin doth it teach us to under- 
Rand and avoid? | 

A. That of Church-diviſion, which we 
call ſchiſm. TP 

Q.: Why is this ſuch a great ſin ? 

A. Becauſe it is contrary to the greateſt 
of all virtues, which is charity: alſo, it is 
umnatural that any body ſhould be at en- 
mity with itſelf : and it is deſtructive, be- 
cauſe ſuch a body, either in whole or in 
part 
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part, muſt periſh. No limb can live, 
when it is ſevered from the life of the 
body. | 
2, What is the true meaning of that 
virtue which the Apoſtle calls charity? 
A. It is the friend/bip of Chriſtians : the 
love and unity of the body of Chriſt, under 
him, who is the head of it: which ſhall 
endure in heaven, when all other things 


{hall fail and vaniſh away. 


Tun 1 4Z&A-1.3% 
Ifa. i. 5, &c. The whole head is fiek, and 


to the whole heart faint, From the ſole of the 
foot even unte the head, there is no ſoundneſs 

the in it; but wounds and bruiſes, and putrifying 

one ſores. a 

er, Col. i. 18. He is the head of the body, 
the Church, | 

eſs Rom. xii. 4. For as we have many mem- 

| bers in one body, and all members have not the 

we ſame office ; ſo we being many, are one body in 
2 „ and every one members one of ana= 

| ther. | 

eſt Eph. iv. 15. Speaking the truth in love 

is (we) may grow up unto him in all things, 

n- which is the head, even e | 

_ From whom the whole body fitly joined tage- 

in ther, and compacted by that which cuery joint ſup- 

t , | K plieth, 
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pflieth, according to the effetual working in b 
the meaſure of every part, maketh increaſe of. a 
the body unto the edifying of itſelf in love. © F 
V.4. There is one body and one ſpirit. 2 
Read alſo 1 Cor. chap. 12 and 13. il 
n 
0 
Tit ſt 
15 | - 
XII. Tus CHAPTER or Tae PRIEST n 
AND THE SACRIFICE. t 
A FRIEST is a perſon choſen: of God 
to intercede for the people; that is, 
to ſtand betwixt heaven and earth, to act 
for both. He preſents offerings and prayers 
on the part of the people; and pronounces : 
pardons and bleſſings on the part of God. 


All ages and all nations (except ſome wild 
and fanciful people of theſe latter days) | 
Patriarchs, Jews, Chriſtians, and the very 
heathens, have admitted the authority, and 
obſerved the ordinances of prieſthood ; all 
of them declaring with one voice, that 
without interceſſion and the ſhedding of in- 
nocent blood, there can be no remiſſion to 
finful man. 5 «ee 
Being born a child of wrath, under ſen- 
tence for fin and ſubject to death, I am 
| | | but 
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but duſt and aſhes; duſt by. death, and 


aſhes by condemnation. 


and if God were to viſit my ſin, as he might 


-in juſtice do, with the fire of his wrath, 
nothing would remain of me but an heap 


of aſhes, a ſad monument of unexpiated 
fin. In this ſtate, I can do nothing to fave 
myſelf: J can only ſuffer what 64 pro- 
nounced on Adam, In the day thou eateſt, 
thou halt die.” 

To ſhew how I am ſaved from this death, 
an innocent creature, a lamb, an ox, or a 
ſheep, was brought to the altar to be con- 
ſumed inſtead of the offerer. Sin in me 
ſhould ſuffer what the burning bleeding 
victim ſuffered, unleſs God had appointed 
a prieſt to intercede for me, and a facrifice 
to die for-me. 

But then, I am to underſtand, that the 
blood of bulls and of goats, or of the Paſſ- 
over itſelf, cannot. take away fin. Theſe 
were only the prophetical ſigns of the law, 
to teach men, that Jeſus Chriſt ſhould act 
once for all as prieſt and ſacrifice, to take 
away the fin of the world. Unleſs his 


death had been fore-ordained of God for 


the ſalvation of man, there never would 
haye been any ſuch thing as a prieſt or a 


ſacrifice heard of in the world; they would 


>©:2 & have 


y body muſt. 
return to the duſt from which it was taken; 
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have had no meaning, and could have been 


of no effect. 


As the death of Chriſt was fore ſhewn to 


the faithful by bloody ſacrifices before he 
came; ſo now, after he is come, his death 
is commemoraeed, and its benefits commu- 
nicated, by the ſigns of bread and wine, the 
new Paſſover of the Goſpel, in which we 
are ſaid to eat his fleſb and drink his blacd; 
and except we partake of this ſacrifice, we 


have no more life in our ſouls, than our 


bodies would have without meat and drink, 
So long as there are offerings, there muſt 
be prieſts to offer. Jeſus Chriſt does not 
act in perſon under the Goſpel, any more 
than under the law ; he is preſent with us 
only by thoſe perſons who are ordained to 
act for him; and every true prieſt muſt be 
of his making; for 0 man taketh this ho- 
nour to himſelf, but he that is called of God. 
No man can act for a king, but he who 
hath the king's authority; fo can no man 


act for God but he whom God hath ap- 


pointed. Who are they that make light 
of prieſts, and neglect the Chriſtian ſacri- 
fice ? None but they who have no prieſts, 
or who think they want none, or that 


they can make prieſts of themſelves. Jeſus 


Chriſt is indeed the only true prieſt 3 and 
every Chriſtian praying to God through 
| his 
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his merits, is in private a prieſt to himſelf : 
but prieſts muſt be appointed of God, to 
commemorate the ſacrifice of Chriſt, and 
communicate the benefits of it from the 
altar to the congregation, and to pro- 


nounce pardon and abſolution (that is, for- 


giveneſs of ſin) from him to the penitent 
ſinner. ; 

This is God's way of forgiving fin ; for 
the teaching of our minds, and the trial of 
our faith and obedience. Proud people; 
who underſtand not the ways of God, think 
no man great enough to rule them, no man 
good enough to pray for them: not conſi- 
dering, that no man is any thing of h4m- 
ſelf z the ſufficiency of the miniſtry being 
only from God. Therefore God is not jealous 
oftheauthority of his miniſters, butof his own 
authority in them. He that deſpiſeth you, 
ſays our Lord to his miniſters,. deſpiſeth 
me; and he that deſpiſeth me, deſpiſeth 
him that ſent me: ſo ſaid Moſes and Aaron 
againſt Corah, Dathan, and Abiram, who 
preſumptuouſly made prieſts of themſelves ; 
I hat are we ? Your rebellion is not agamn/t us, 
but againſt the Lord. He who hath no 
prieſt, hath no ſacrifice ; he who hath no 
ſacrifice, muſt be a ſacrifice for. himſelf + 
therefore, if I forfeit the benefit of Chriſt's 


death, there remaineth no more ſacrifice for 
Et Jin, 
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ſin, but a certain fearful looking- r of 
judgment and ſiery indignation, ſuch as p 
fell upon Sodom and Gomorrab, and ſuch. 

as there would be upon me, and upon all tl 
mankind, if there Were neither prieſt nor 
ſacrifice appointed for us. Every man 


— 


muſt then be his own ſacrifice, and bear 5 
the wrath of God in his own perſon. 0 
I 


TA QUESTIONS. 
Q. What is a prieſt ? 


A. An interceſſor appointed of God to b 
preſent ofterings and pronounce bleſſings. al 
Q. Who were they that obſerved the p 
rites of prieſthood and ſacrifices? * W 


A. All ages and nations, till human 
philoſophy of late times invented a religion 
without a Saviour. W 
Q. Why is man called duſt and aſhes ? 
A. Becauſe he is ſubject to death, and 


to the fire of God's juſtice againſt ſin. h 
2 How is this to be turned away from p. 
us! | 
A. By Jeſus Chrift placing himſelf in Y 
our ſtead as a ſacrifice. p! 

Q. What did the ſacrifices mean under 
the law of Moſes ? b. 
A. They ſhewed his death. W 
Q. Are if 
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: 17 Are prieſts neceſſary under the Goſ- 
el! 
/ A. They are now of another order : but 
they are ſtill prieſts as before, 
| Q. Why ſo? 
5 A. Becauſe Melchiſedec is called the 
„ prieſt of the moſt high God, though he 
offered only bread and wine. (Gen, xiv. 
18.) 
Q. How came there to be prieſts on 
earth ! 
A. There never would have been any 
| but for Jeſus Chriſt ; for all others act in 
and through him, who is the only true 
prieſt from the beginning to the end of the 
world; 
| Q. Who are they that deſpiſe prieſts ? 
| A. They who have none, or think: they 
| want none, 
Q. Who gives authority to prieſts ? 
| A. God; who will vindicate in them 
his own authority, which muſt be ſup- 
| ported, not for our fakes, but for his own 
glory. | 
: Q. Suppoſe we forfeit the benefits of the 
prieſthood, and ſacrifice of Jeſus Chriſt? 
* A. There remaineth for us then nothing 
but that judgment and fiery indignation, 
which would have been upon all mankind 
| if there had been no Saviour, 
| Q: Where 
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Q. Where are you to learn the nature 
of the prieſthood of Jeſus Chriſt and his 
miniſters ? 

A. It is all explained at large in the 
Epiſtle to the Hebrews, 


rs. 


Hebr. v. 1. Every high prieſt taken from: 
among men 15 ordained, that he may offer both 
gifts and ſacrifices for ſins, 

en. xxii. 13. And Abraham went and 
took the ram, and offered him up for a burnt 
offering inſlead of his ſon. | | 

Gen. xviii. 27, I kave taken upon me to 
ſpeak unto the Lord, which am but duſt and. 
aſhes. 

Rom. viii. 3. (margin) By a ſacrifice for 
fin he condemned ſin in the fleſh. | 

Lev. ix. 24. And then came a fire out 

rom before the Lord, and conſumed upon the 
altar the burnt offering. 

1. Cor. v. 7. Chrift our Paſſer is ſa- 
crificed for us; therefore let us keep the feaſt. 

Heb. xiii. 10. We have an altar, wheref 
they have no right to eat which ſerve the Ta- 
bernacle. A | 

John xx. 21. As my Father. bath ſent 

me, even ſo ſend I you—whoſocver ſins ye remit, 
they are remitted unto them. h 
| 1 Cor. 
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1 Cor. x. 16. The cup of bleſſing, which 
we bleſs, is it not the communion of the blood 


of Chriſt ? 


XVIII. Tus CHAPTER or GLORY. 


I AM to praiſe God, for having given me 

the hope of glory, What is glory? It 
ſignifies the bright ſhining of the light; 
and the word is applied to the lights of 
heaven. There is one glory of uhe ſuns 
and another glory of the moon, and ano» 
ther glory of the flars; for one ſtar differs 
eih from another "9 in glory. The glory: 
of the light dwelleth in the ſun, and from 
him it is ſpread over all the creation be- 
low, where no object has any light of its 
own. So the glory of the inviſible heavens 


is with God; and from him it is commu- 


nicated to angels and ſaints, who have no 
glory but what they receive from Him. 
All objects, on which the ſun ſhines, are 
in a glorified ftate, compared with thoſe on 
which it doth not ſhine : ſo it is impoſſible 
to be in the preſence of God without being 
ſhone upon and glorified : therefore, when 
God himſelf ſhall be made manifeſt, _ 

Is. 
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his light ſhall ſhine, we ſhall all be changed: 


and our change ſhall happen in a moment, 


in the twinkling of an eye; for ſo doth light 
break out ſuddenly, and ſhine upon all 
things. | | 
While we live upon this earth, our light 
is interrupted with darkneſs, and our ſum- 
mer is followed by a winter. One half of 
the earth's globe is in darkneſs, and they 
that inhabit it are turned round every day 
into its ſhadow ; but if we were lifted up 
into the heavens, farther than the extent 
of the earth's ſhade, our day would be un- 
interrupted, and our ſeaſon would be the 
ſame. Such is the ſtate of thoſe who are 


in the preſence of God ; for with him there 


is none of this variableneſs nor ſhadow of 
turning. | 
All that is heavenly, or comes from 


heaven, is bright and glorious ; all that is 


earthly partakes of darkneſs, When Jeſus 
was transfigured, his raiment became white 
as the light itſelf, When the angel of the 
Lord deſcended to deliver Peter, a light 
ſhined in the priſon at midnight. When 
Moſes converſed with God upon the Mount, 
his face retained the light which had ſhone 
upon it, ſo that the people could not ſted- 
faſtly look upon him. When Jeſus ap- 
peared to Paul in the way to MR 
| * 
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ſach was the glory of the light which at- 
tended him, that all the company fell to 
the earth; and Paul himſelf was ftruck 
blind. 
How ſhall I who am now in darkneſs 
be made a partaker of the glory which is 
ſet before me? How ; but by conſidering 
firſt with myſelf, what a dreadful thing it 
would be, it I ſhould loſe the kingdom of 
glory, and fall into the kingdom of dark- 
neſs It is poſſible to love darkneſs rather 
than light: God forbid I ſhould be of that 
mind! But I ſhall be fo, if my works are 
evil: therefore let me* now put away the 
works of darkneſs. Then let me take the 
word of God, as a light unto my path. 
As Chriſt endured the Croſs, and deſpiſed 
the ſhame of it, for the joy that was ſet 
before him; ſo let me bear the ſufferings 
of the preſent time, whatever they may 
be, knowing that they are not worthy to be 
compared with the glory that ſhall be revealed 
in us. Let me be conſtant in uſing the 
means of grace, that I may be prepared 
by them for the enjoyment of glory. So 
ſhall God, who breathed into me the breath - 
of life from his ſpirit, enlighten me at laſt 
with his preſence, when my body ſhall 
be raiſed up in glory; and mortality ſhall 
be ſwallowed up of life; as the — 
O 


108 THE BOOK OF NATURE. 


of the earth is drowned and overcome by 
the _ of heaven pouring in upon it at 
the riling of the ſun. 


Tas 1 


Q. What is glory ? 

1 A. It ſignifies the bright ſhining of the 
light. 

*Q What is the glory of the natural 
creation? 

A. The ſun. 

Q. What is the glory of the kingdom 
of heaven! 

A. God himſelf. 

Q.: What ſhall glorify the Saints! 

A. The preſence of God. 

Q. How doth the Scripture deſcribe 
him \ 

AT As having no variableneſs nor ſhadnu 
of turning ; like to what we are ſubject to 
who inhabit this earth, 

Q. How did Chriſt appear, when he was 
transfigured ? 

A. His raiment became white as ſnow, 
his face ſhone like the ſun, and his whole 
perſon as bright as the light itſelf, 

Q. Did any ſign of glory attend the an- 


805 of heaven when they appeared ? 
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A. A light ſhone in the priſon when 
Peter was delivered by an angel. 

Q. What was the effect, when Moſes 
converſed with God? f 
A. A glory remained upon his face, too 

bright for the people to behold. 
Q. How are you to obtain the glory 
which is promiſed ? 
A. By putting away the works of darkneſs. 
ral Q. Who are they that love darkneſs ra- 
ther than light? | 
A. They whoſe works are evil. 
om Q.: How is the mind to be glorified now? 
A. Byconverſing with God, as Moſes did. 
Q. How can that be done? 
A. By reading and ſtudying his word. 
Q. How are you to prepare yourſelf 


ihe farther ? | 
A. By bearing, as Chriſt did, the ſuffer- 
4 ings of the preſent time. | 
t to How farther ? 
A. By uſing the means of grace; for it 
was is grace only that leads us to glory. 
ow. TRE TEXTS. 
ole Pſ. xix. 1. The heavens declare the glory 
of God, 
an- Rom. xvi. 27. To God only wiſe be glory. 


Luke ix. 29. And his raiment was white 

A. and gliſtening — 32. Aud when they were 
awake, they ſaw his glory. 
L : 2 Cor . 
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2 Cor. iii. 7. The children of Iſrael could 
not ſtedfaftly behald-the face of Moſes for the 
glory of his countenance—V . 18. But we all, 
with open (unveiled) face, beholding as in a 
glaſs the glory of the Lord, are changed into 
the ſame image from glory to glory. 

Luke ix. 26. He ſhall come in his own 
glory, and in his Father's, and of the Holy 
Angels. | | : 

Col. i. 27. Chriſt in you, the hope of glary, 

Rom. viii. 18. The ſufferings of this pre- 


ſent time are not worthy to be compared with 


the glory which ſhall be revealed in us. 


XIX. Tus PREACHER's PICTURE 
or OLD AGE. 


JN the 12th Chapter of Ecclefiates, the 

preacher admoniſhes me to dedicate my 
youthful days to the ſervice of my Creator, 
conſidering the evil days which are coming 
upon us, when all the faculties of our 
minds and bodies ſhall fail us under the in- 
firmities of age. For then, as the preacher 
beautifully repreſents it to us, as in a glaſs 
or mirror, the ſun and the moon and the ſtars 
are darkened; the ſuperior powers which 
rule in the body of man as the heavenly 
Juminaries do in the world ; the under- 


{ſtanding and reaſon, the imagination _ 
| | tne 
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the memory, are obſcured, as when the 
clouds interpoſe between us and the lights 
of the firmament. In the earlier ſeaſon of 
life, the clouds of affliction having poured 
. down their rain, they paſs away, and ſun- 
ſhine ſucceeds; but now the clouds return 
after the rain; old age itſelf is a continual 
ſorrow, and there is no longer any hope 
of fair weather. The keepers of the houſe, 
the arms and hands, which are made to 
guard and defend the body, begin to ſhake 
and tremble; and the firong men, the 
ſhoulders, where the- ſtrength of the body 
is placed, and which were once able to 
bear every weight, begin to ſtoop and bow 
themſelves; and the grinders, the teeth, be= 
gin to fall away, and ceaſe to do their work, 
becauſe they are few. Aiſo thoſe that look 
out of the windows are darkened: the eyes, 
thoſe windows of the body, through which 
we look at all things abroad as we look out 
from the windows of a houſe, become dim; 
and he that uſes them is as one who look- 
eth out of a window in the night. Then 
the. doors are ſhut in the flreets ; difficulties 
and obſtructions attend all the paſſages of 
the body, and diggſtion becomes weak when 
the grinding is low. The youthful and 
healthy ſleep ſound, and are apt to tranſ- 
greſs by taking too much reſt; but the 
aged ſleep with difficulty, and riſe up at the 


voice of the bird; they are ready to leave 
TR ; 


o their 
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their diſturbed reſt at the crowing of the an 
cock. The daughters of muſic are brought in 
loto; the voice fails and becomes hoarſe; th 
the bearing is dull; and the ſpirits, now as 
leſs active than they uſed to be, are leſs da 
affected by the powers of harmony; and bl 
- ſo fit in heavineſs, hanging down their li 
heads, as virgins drooping under the ſor- 8 
row of captivity. Old age, being inactive ct 
and helpleſs, becomes afraid of that which fil 
it high; it is fearful of climbing, becauſe at 
it is in danger of falling; and being unfit al 
to endure the hardneſs of fatigue, and the th 
ſhocks of a rough journey, the fears which m 
are in the way diſcourage it from ſetting ta 
out. Then the almond- tree flourifhes ; the ol 
hair bf the head becomes white, as the early 
almond bloſſoms in the hard weather of W 
the winter, before the ſnows have left us: 0 
and even the graſibopper becomes a burthen ; 0 
the legs, once light and nimble to leap, as w 
the legs of that inſet, and which uſed - b 
with eaſe to bear the weight of the whole b 
body, are now become a burthen, and can t] 
ſcarcely carry themſelves: and when the Þ > 
faculties thus fail, the defire fails along L 
with them, for nothing is deſirable; when t 
nothing can be enjoyed. l 
Such are the evil days, which come upon t 
us when our youth is paſt, and prepare 1 
the way for that laſt and greateſt evil of 7 
our death, when man goeth to his long home; * 
. | and 
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and the mourners go about the flreets, lament- 
ing his departure. Then the filver cord, 
the nerves whoſe coat is white and ſhining. 
as a cord of ſilver, is looſed, and no longer 
do their office. The circulation of the 
blood ſtops at the heart, the fountain of 
life, as when a pitcher, which draws water, 
is breken at the well, or the watering wheel, 
circulating with its buckets, which it both 
fills and empties at the ſame time, is broken 
at the ciſtern, Thus do the vital motions 
all ceaſe in death; and the duff returns to 
the earth, to become ſuch as it was, before 
man was made out of it: and his immor- 
tal ſpirit returns unto God, the fountain 
of immortality, from whom it proceeded, 
Let then the light of my underſtanding, 
while I have it, be employed in the ſearch 
of truth, and let my memory be a treaſury 
of all uſeful memory; let my hands labour 
while their ſtrength laſts, and my ſhoulders 
be ready and patient under every neceſſary 
burthen; let my mind be ever looking out 
through the windows of my body, to ſee 
and learn, while the day-light is with me. 
Let the daughters of muſic be employed in 
the praiſes of God, before they are brought 
low: let my diet be that of ſobriety- and 
temperance, that the doors may not be ſhut 
in the ſtreets before the time: and when 
my fleep ſhall be leſs, let my meditation 
be more on God, and my latter end, . 
ene 
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the things of eternity. As the outward man 
decayeth, let the inward man be rencued day 
by day; that when my ſpirit ſhall depart, 
it may return with joy to God that gave it, 


and I may at laſt find an habitation, which 
ſha]l be ſubject to no decay, when this mor- 


tal ſhall put on immortality, Amen. 
THE QUESTIONS, 
Q. What does the preacher mean iy 
the evil days? 
A. The time of old age. 
Q. How does he deſcribe the infirmities 
of old age? 


A. Under terms which are like thoſe of- 


a proverb or riddle, | 
Q. What is meant by the darkening of 
the ſun, moon, and ſtars? 


A. The failing of the underſtanding, . 


judgment, and memory. 

Q. What are the keepers of the houſe ? 
A, The arms and hands, which pours 
and defend the body. 

Q. What are the Areng nen? 

A. The ſhoulders, in which our chief 
ſtrength lies. 

Q. Who are they that look out of the 
windows? 

A. The eyes. 

Q: Which are the orinders? 

A. The teeth which grind our food. 

Q Who are the daughters of muſic ? 

The voice which ſings, and the ears 
that 
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that hear, and the ſpirits which are moved 


with muſic. 

. What agrees to the almond- -tree, 
which bloſſoms in winter ? 

A. The hairs of the head, which turn 
white in old age. 

Q. What is meant by the graſshopper ? 

A. The legs, which are light and active 
in ,youth, but become a burthen to them- 
ſelves in old age. 

2. What means the breaking of the 
pitcher at the fountain, and the Wes. at 
the ciſtern ? 

A. The ftopping of the eine i at 
the heart, and the ceaſing of the motion in 


the lungs. 


= 


Q. Where goes the body ? Ee 
A. To the duſt, out of which it was taken, 
Q. Where goes the ſpirit ? 
A. To God that gave it. 
What is the duty to be learned from 
all tueſe conſiderations ? 
A. To remember my Creator in the days 
* my youth. 
THE TEXT. | 
See Eccleſiaſtes, Chap. xii. v. I, 2, 3» 


47 5» 6, 7. 
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